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:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
 

Our Creed: 

 
To perpetuate the memory of our 
shipmates who gave their lives in 
the pursuit of their duties while 
serving their country.  
That their dedication, deeds and 
supreme sacrifice be a constant 
source of motivation toward 
greater accomplishments. Pledge 
loyalty and patriotism to the 
United States of America and its 
Constitution. 

In addition to perpetuating the 
memory of departed shipmates, 
we shall provide a way for all 
Submariners to gather for the 
mutual benefit and enjoyment. 
Our common heritage as 
Submariners shall be 
strengthened by camaraderie.  
We support a strong U.S. 
Submarine Force. 

The organization will engage in 
various projects and deeds that 
will bring about the perpetual 
remembrance of those shipmates 
who have given the supreme 
sacrifice. 
 
The organization will also 
endeavor to educate all third 
parties it comes in contact with 
about the services our submarine 
brothers performed and how 
their sacrifices made possible the 
freedom and lifestyle we enjoy 
today."  
 
 

 
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

   From the Base Commander 

Shipmates, 

Well, it looks 

like we are 

getting our 

spring 

weather. It was a quiet winter but 

my season is summer.  We all 

need to take care and not overdo 

getting our homes and yards 

ready. 

The 119th Submarine Birthday 

Ball is in the books now and it 

was a great one.  Always great to 

see so many of our fellow 

submariners and their dates all 

dressed up and enjoying 

themselves. 

Looking forward, we have the 

Holland Club inductees and the 

picnic coming up.  Let's get the 

word out and make these big 

events.  Keep in mind we will be 

cleaning up the picnic area for the 

Fleet and we will need volunteers. 

R, Ted 

  

HAMPTON ROADS 

BASE  

≈≈ CURRENTS ≈≈ 

  

  

  

file:///C:/Users/gibbs/Documents/NEWSLETTER_%20CURRENTS/2019_01%20January/%20https/www.hrb-ussvi.org
https://www.facebook.com/
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.   

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

From the Junior Vice Commander 

Shipmates, 

This month in submarine history 

we remember USS Scorpion 

(SSN-589). 

 

USS Scorpion was a Skipjack-

class nuclear submarine and the sixth vessel of the 

U.S. Navy to carry that name.  Scorpion was lost with 

all hands on 22 May 1968. 

Scorpion's keel was laid down 20 August 1958 by 

General Dynamics Electric Boat in Groton, 

Connecticut.  She was launched 19 December 1959, 

sponsored by Mrs. Elizabeth S. Morrison, the 

daughter of the last commander of the World War II-

era USS Scorpion (SS-278), LCDR Maximilian 

Gmelich Schmidt.  Scorpion was commissioned 29 

July 1960, CMDR Norman B. Bessac in command. 

Assigned to Submarine Squadron 6, Division 62, 

Scorpion departed New London, Connecticut, 24 

August for a two-month European deployment. 

During that time, she participated in exercises with 

6th Fleet units and NATO-member navies.  After 

returning to New England in late October, she trained 

along the eastern seaboard until May 1961. On 9 

August 1961, she returned to New London, moving to 

Norfolk, Virginia, a month later. In 1962, she earned 

a Navy Unit Commendation. 

 

Norfolk was Scorpion's port for the remainder of her 

career, and she specialized in developing nuclear 

submarine warfare tactics.  Varying roles from hunter 

to hunted, she participated in exercises along the 

Atlantic coast, Bermuda and Puerto Rico operating 

areas. From June 1963 to May 1964, she interrupted 

operations for an overhaul at Charleston.  She 

resumed duty in late spring, but was again interrupted 

from 4 August to 8 October for a transatlantic patrol. 

In the spring of 1965, she conducted a similar patrol 

in European waters. 

In 1966 she deployed for special operations.  After 

completing those assignments, her commanding 

officer received a Navy Commendation Medal for 

outstanding leadership, foresight and professional 

skill.  Other Scorpion officers and crewmen were also 

cited for meritorious achievement.  Scorpion is 

reputed to have entered an inland Russian sea during 

a "Northern Run" in 1966, where it filmed a Soviet 

missile launch through its periscope before fleeing 

from Soviet Navy ships. 

In late October 1967, Scorpion started refresher 

training and weapons system acceptance tests, and 

was given a new commanding officer, Francis 

Slattery.  Following type training out of Norfolk, 

Virginia, she got underway on 15 February 1968 for a 

Mediterranean Sea deployment. She operated with the 

6th Fleet into May and then headed west for home.  

Scorpion departed the Mediterranean on 16 May 

while some U.S. ballistic missile submarines (SSBNs) 

operated from the U.S. Naval base Rota.  It is 

speculated that USS Scorpion provided noise cover 

for USS John C. Calhoun as they both departed to the 

Atlantic the first time.  As well as Soviet intelligence 
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trawlers, there were Soviet fast nuclear attack 

submarines attempting to detect and follow the U.S. 

submarines going out of Rota; in this case, two fast 

32-knot Soviet November-class hunter-killer subs. 

Scorpion was then detailed to observe Soviet naval 

activities in the Atlantic in the vicinity of the Azores. 

An Echo II-class submarine was operating with this 

Soviet task force, as well as a Russian guided missile 

destroyer.  Having observed and listened to the Soviet 

units, Scorpion prepared to head back to Naval 

Station Norfolk. 

For an unusually long period, beginning shortly 

before midnight on 20 May and ending after midnight 

21 May, Scorpion attempted to send radio traffic to 

Naval Station Rota, but was only able to reach a Navy 

communications station in Nea Makri, Greece, which 

forwarded Scorpion's messages to COMSUBLANT. 

LT John Roberts was handed CDR Slattery's last 

message, that he was closing on the Soviet submarine 

and research group, running at a steady 15 kn at a 

depth of 350 ft "to begin surveillance of the Soviets".  

Six days later the media reported she was overdue at 

Norfolk. 

The Navy suspected possible failure and launched a 

search.  Scorpion and her crew were declared 

"presumed lost" on 5 June.  At the end of October 

1968, the Navy's oceanographic research ship Mizar 

located sections of the hull of Scorpion on the seabed, 

about 400 nmi southwest of the Azores, in more than 

9,800 ft of water.  

  

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

 

From the Secretary/ Treasurer 

Shipmates, 

May is a busy month for HRB.  

We have Scorpion Memorial 

observance in Newport News on 

Sunday, 26-MAY and the 

Portsmouth Memorial Day 

Parade on Monday, 27-MAY.  Additionally, we have 

been invited to be in the Parade for the Strawberry 

Festival in Pungo (VB) on Saturday, 25-MAY.  We 

may or may not do that parade this year because we 

have to work out the logistics and timing first.  I’ll let 

you know by email what is happening as I find things 

out. 

A reminder from last month: In an attempt to catch up 

with the rest of the financial world and move into the 

21st Century; we have a new method for you to pay 

your dues.  The Base now has an on-line account with 

Venmo, which is also a free payment app for your 

iOS or Android cell phones (our user name: 

HamptonRoadsBase-USSVI, our email address: 

USSVI.HRB.Treasurer@gmail.com).  You have to 

download the app to your phone and set up an 

account, which you can then use with a major credit 

card or link to your bank account.  Effective 

immediately, you can pay your dues (Annual, Multi-

year, Life, or Life Installment) through this app.  Of 

course, you can still pay with cash, a check, or a 

credit card (with a service charge) if you prefer. 

Sam Stevens (SStvns7@gMail.com), is coordinating 

the Base’s participation at the Thresher Memorial 

dedication at Arlington National Cemetery this 

September.  If you intend to go to the ceremony and 

reception that will follow, please make sure he has 

your name.  It would be nice if we could put together 

a good sized group to attend the event and represent 

USSVI. 

It is very important for you to keep me up to date on 

all of your contact information.  Please, make sure I 

have all your contact phone numbers and email 

addresses.  If you move, please, get your new snail-

mail address to me as soon as you know it.  Send it to 

me at GrumpyOldSquid@gMail.com. 

It is time to think about the Base Picnic Meeting in 

July.  It’s going to be at the FRA again this year and a 

week or two before we have it, we’re going to hold a 

field day at the FRA to clean up the patio area (and 

anywhere else we can reach). 

mailto:USSVI.HRB.Treasurer@gmail.com
mailto:SStvns7@gMail.com
mailto:GrumpyOldSquid@gMail.com
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That will be all from me for this month. As always, if 

you need something don’t hesitate to email me or call 

me so I can help you out.  I’m only as far away as 

your computer or the other end of your phone.  

Finally, don’t forget about our regular monthly 

meeting at FRA #60 on 18-MAY, we want to see you 

there, otherwise… 

~ Stay Safe & Stay Well ~ 

EMCS(SS) Craig S. Werner, U.S.N. (Ret.) 

Hampton Roads Base Secretary & Treasurer 

 ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

 

Those attending the April 2019 meeting may recall 

the Base Secretary’s comments about the fine Dutch 

people of Limburg, Netherlands who live near the 

American Cemetery at Margraten, NL.  They deserve 

the appreciation of all Americans for their care of the 

final resting places of our WWII heroes.  A card will 

be available at the May meeting, so that all present 

who wish to participate may sign to express their 

inclusion with Hampton Roads Base’s appreciation of 

their efforts….   For a more in-depth look at this 
program visit the HRB website at:  https://www.hrb-
ussvi.org/netherlands-american-cemetery 
 

Also 
USS Thresher (SSN593) memorial at Arlington 

National Cemetery (ANC) 

See the newly updated information on the Sept 26th 

dedication ceremony at Arlington Nation Cemetery.  

Don’t forget to #1: RSVP for the event, and then 

click the *Attendee* button to let the Hampton 

Roads Base know you are going….  Look for the 

RSVP and *Attendee* buttons here:   
https://www.hrb-ussvi.org/thresher-anc-memorial-
project 

 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

We remember…. 

Boats Lost in May 
 
  

 

’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ 

USS Squalus (SS-192):  On May 23, 1939 USS 

Squalus suffered a 

catastrophic valve 

failure during a test 

dive off the Isle of 

Shoals.  Partially 

flooded, the 

submarine sank to 

the bottom and came to rest keel down in 240 feet of 

water.  Commander Charles Momsen and Navy 

divers on the USS Falcon (ASR 2) rescued 33 

survivors using the diving bell he invented.  Twenty-

six men drowned in the after compartments.  Later, 

Squalus was raised and recommissioned as the USS 

Sailfish.  In an ironic turn of fate, Sailfish sank the 

Japanese aircraft carrier carrying surviving crew 

members from the Sculpin, which had located 

Squalus in 1939.   

 

 

USS Lagarto (SS-371):  Lost 

on May 3, 1945, with the loss 

of 86 men near the Gulf of 

Siam.  On her 2nd war patrol, 

she is believed to have been 

lost to a radar equipped 

minelayer.  This minelayer was sunk by the USS 

Hawkbill 2 weeks later. 

 

https://www.hrb-ussvi.org/netherlands-american-cemetery
https://www.hrb-ussvi.org/netherlands-american-cemetery
https://www.hrb-ussvi.org/thresher-anc-memorial-project
https://www.hrb-ussvi.org/thresher-anc-memorial-project
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USS Stickleback (SS-415):  Lost on May 30, 1958, 

when it sank off Hawaii while under 

tow after collision with USS 

Silverstein (DE-534).  The entire 

crew was taken off prior to sinking. 

 

 USS Scorpion (SSN-589): USS 

Scorpion was returning to Norfolk, 

VA from a Mediterranean 

deployment.  On May 22, 1968, she 

reported her position to be about 50 

miles south of the Azores.  She was 

never heard from again.  The exact 

cause of her loss and the loss of her 

99 officers and men has never been definitively 

determined.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sailors, rest your oars.   

We have the watch. 

 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

HRB May Birthdays 
 

  
 3: Mike Kennedy, Thomas Nutter 
 4: John Pearl 
 5: Smiley Cochran 
 6: Mickey Baltgalvis  
 9: John Ritz 
10: R. O. Bradford, Gene Lockwood 
11: Bruce Marshall 
12: Ed Potts 
14: John Anderson 
16: James Taylor, Andrew Clark, Jim 

Woodward 
17: Rod Friedman 
21: Sam Stevens 
23: Bill Schoenberg 
24: USSVI (Chartered 1964) 
26: Bugs Moran, Fran Vorce 
27: Ed Cirucci 
30: Byron Pianalto 
31: Guy Putman 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

 

Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) News 

 
On 22 April the seven member HRB crew (Walt 

Kreger, Craig Werner, Sid Sidlovsky, Lynn 

Merriman, Joe Demnicki, George Williams & Bob 

McClaren) visited four boys, one girl, and their 

families at NMC-P.  The kids’ ages ranged from eight 

months to thirteen years.  As usual, laughs were had 

and spirits were raised. 

 

UPCOMING VISITS (Tentatively): 

21 May (NMC-P PAO will be shadowing us) 

18 June 

23 July 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
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;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

April Guest Speaker 

 

Our guest speaker for the 20 April meeting was Mr. 

George Lutz.  He is the founder and of “Honor and 

Remember.”  The mission is to:  

To Publicly Honor and Remember 

Every American Fallen Service Member 

and Recognize the Enduring Sacrifice 

of Every Family 

Mr. Lutz, in an emotional and very personal manner, 

walked us through his personal response to the loss of 

his son, Cpl. George Lutz II, to a sniper’s bullet in 

Fallujah in 2005.  

Subsequently, he found that there was no universally 

accepted symbol to recognize the loss of 

contemporary service members.  In response, he 

developed the Honor and Remember Flag. 

This has since grown into a nationwide organization 

that includes the Run for the Fallen that included over 

50,00 participants, who collectively run more than 

200,000 miles.  One section wound over 7000 miles 

from Fort Irwin to Arlington National Cemetery 

(ANC). 

A local run will take place on 2 -5 May.  It will start 

at Fort Story and terminate at ANC.  The local route 

has been set and can be found at 

http://va.usarunforthefallen.org/day-1/ . 

 

NASCAR has become a corporate partner of the 

group. Look for the Honor and Remember Flag to be 

prolific in 26 May at the Coca Cola 600.    

 

Mr.  George Lutz 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

119th Submarine Birthday Ball 

About thirty HRB members and quests contributed to 

the sometimes-raucous celebration of the 119th 

anniversary of the Silent Service’s birth.  This year 

the venue was the Virginia Beach Convention center. 

This commodious facility amply held the 1400+ 

attendees with a noted degree of elbow room. 

CAPT Robert Gaucher was the emcee for the 

evening.  As at previous such events, the Tolling of 

the Boats occurred immediately after the invocation. 

Scheduled Guest Speaker, Fleet Forces Commander 

ADM Christopher Grady, was unable to attend.  

However, Submarine Forces Commander VADM 

Charles Richard assumed the duty.   

After a tasty dinner, the leaders of Hampton Roads 

Submarines and support commands were recognized 

and acknowledged. 

Following dinner, Anniversary Cake was cut by 

senior officer, the longest qualified, and the newest 

qualified, Submariners present. VADM Richard, 

CWO4 Ed Kracker, MMAFN(SS) Victor Ventimilla 

(USS Washington), respectively. 

http://va.usarunforthefallen.org/day-1/
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A few pictures, courtesy of the Force PAO, are 

below:  

 

June Kracker, Ed Kracker & Earl Densten 

 

 

VADM Charles Richard 
 

 
VADM & Mrs. Richard 

 

 
USS Wyoming Centerpiece 

 

 

USS New Hampshire Centerpiece 
 

 

USS San Francisco Centerpiece 
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Ed Kracker & CAPT Robert Gaucher 

 

 

VADM Richard accepting an HRB Pen from Craig 

Werner while Earl Densten & Ted Vorce look on 

 

Gene Destefano and VADM Richard 

 

 

 

Beverly and Gary Galles with VADM Richard 
 

 

Applauding Ed Kracker as the Longest Qualified 

Submariner present 

 

 

Cutting the Anniversary Cake 
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;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

Welcome Aboard 

Our April meeting brought us new members Jason 

Ritchie and Jim Lastauckas. 

 

STSC(SS) Jason Ritchie qualified aboard USS 

Charlotte (SSN-766) in 1998  

 

 

MM1(SS) Jim Lastauckas qualified aboard USS 

Groton (SSN-694) in 1978 

 

Gentlemen, it’s good to have y’all as members. 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

May 2019 

16:  WWII Submarine Memorial & Hall of Fame 

Ceremonies 

18:  Base Meeting 

21:  Kap(SS) 4 Kids(SS)  @NMC-P 

26:  USS Scorpion Memorial 

27:  134th Portsmouth Memorial Day Parade 

 

June 2019 

15:  Base Meeting / Holland Club Induction 

18:  Kap(SS) 4 Kids(SS)  @NMC-P 

19:  Naval Submarine League (NSL), Norfolk Room, 

Sewell’s Point Golf Course 

 

July 2019 

20:  Base Meeting/Picnic/Scholarship Announcement 

23:  Kap(SS) 4 Kids(SS)  @NMC-P 

 

August 2019 

17:  Base Meeting 

20:  Kap(SS) 4 Kids(SS)  @NMC-P 

15-20: USSVI Convention - Austin, TX 

 

September 2019 

21:  Base Meeting 

23-26:  USS Thomas A. Edison Reunion, Norfolk 

24:  Kap(SS) 4 Kids(SS)  @NMC-P 

26:  USS Thresher Memorial Dedication Ceremony 

 

October 2019 

19:  Base Meeting  

22:  Kap(SS) 4 Kids(SS)  @NMC-P 

 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
 

 
 

 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

May Historic Events 
 

May 10, 1775 - American forces under Gen. 

Benedict Arnold and Ethan Allen crossed Lake 

Champlain and captured the British fort at 

Ticonderoga, New York.  The US Navy has 

honored this action by naming five ships after the 

battle. 
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May 10, 1921 - The engine died on USS R-14 (SS 

91) while searching for the missing USS 

CONESTOGA (AT 54) southeast of Hawaii. R-14’s 

crew improvised a sail from materials onboard and 

sailed R-14 into Hilo five days later. 

May 23, 1939 - USS Sailfish / Squalus (SS 192), 

bottomed at 243 feet after a valve failure caused 

flooding, was located by her sister ship, USS 

Sculpin (SS 191) and established communications.  

Using the McCann Rescue Chamber, divers from a 

submarine rescue ship were able to save the 

remaining 33 Sailors from Sailfish/Squalus.  Four 

enlisted divers were awarded the Medal of Honor 

for their efforts in the rescue and salvage. 
 

 May 15, 1940 - USS Sailfish / Squalus (SS-192) 

after reconditioning, repair, and overhaul, Squalus 

was re-commissioned as Sailfish, with LCDR. 

Morton C. Mumma, Jr. in command. 

 

May 10, 1960 - USS Triton (SSRN-586), 

commanded by Capt. Edward L. Beach, completed 

a submerged circumnavigation of the world in 84 

days following many of the routes taken by 

Magellan. 

 

May 02, 1961 - USS Robert E. Lee (SSBN 601) 

departed for her first patrol, loaded with 16 Polaris 

A-1 missiles. 

 

May 06, 1962 - USS Ethan Allen (SSBN-608) fired a 

Polaris A-2 missile with a nuclear warhead toward 

Christmas Island, 1,700 miles away. The test was the 

only one the US ever conducted of any nuclear 

missile from launch through detonation. 
 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

 

 

 

 

 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

Passing of Vern Stuart 
 

 
 

Shipmate Vernon E. Stuart, 83, departed on Eternal 

Patrol 22 April. Vern served aboard USS Grampus 

(SS-207) and USS Redfin (SSR-272) as s Radioman 

in the 1950’s.  After the Navy, Vern had a varied 

career that included being an international hotelier 

and as funeral director.  In both roles, he pioneered 

several innovations in the field. 

 

He is survived by his wife of 53 years, Mary.  He is 

also survived by his sons, James and Vernon. Jr., 

along with an aunt, an uncle, several in-laws, 

nephews and cousins. 
 
A nine-man contingent from Hampton Roads Base 

participated in military honors at his services at 

Parklawn Memorial Park, Hampton. 

 

Sailor, rest your oar.   

We have the watch. 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
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;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

History- Hands On 

By your editor 

This is not directly submarine related but it does 

involve a US Navy ship that was submerged and 

resurfaced (albeit partially). 

Recently I started volunteering at the Mariners 

Museum in Newport News.  Trying to acquaint 

myself with so much in so little time has reminded me 

of qualifying on the boats.    

One of my interests there is the USS Monitor.  The 

turret, guns, engine and many other components are 

usually undergoing a preservation process that 

involves near continual submergence in a caustic 

solution.  Within the past month or so, the turret tank 

was drained and a team from the Newport News 

Shipbuilding and other firms lifted the turret shell off 

the tank bottom and inserted stanchions to support the 

outer ring and interior components.  It was after this 

that the turret tank was available for a short period for 

tours.  

Luckily, being in the right place at the right time does 

work.  A real significant learning experience was 

taking a tour of the Turret of the Monitor. WOW! 

Being able to be so near real history and to actually 

touch it was breathtaking!  Even putting my gloved 

hand into one of the canon ball dents was a thrill that 

will not be forgotten. 

I have to say that the restrictive space between the 

outer wall of the turret and the tank wall did not allow 

any panoramic pictures, but …. 

 
Touching History 

 

 
One of the dents caused by fire from the CSS Virginia 

 

 

Looking UP at the top turret top plate.  There is about 

a foot of water in the tank bottom.  Boots were needed. 
 

 
One of two hatches in the turret top plate. 

 

We are trying to make arrangements for a museum 

staffer to be a guest speaker later this year.  In the 

meantime, venture over there.  Admission is only 

one dollar. 
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;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

HUMOR 

This is an Undersea Warfare News item.  Poking 

fun at paranoia is usually not nice, but poking fun 

at the Red Bear sometimes is OK 

Each US destroyer in Black Sea can carry 

80 cruise missiles –  Russian General Staff 

Not Attributed, TASS (Russia), Apr. 24 

Each US destroyer in the Black Sea can carry 30 to 

80 cruise missiles Tomahawk, the first deputy chief 

of the General Staff’s Main Operational Directorate, 

Viktor Poznikhir, said on Wednesday. 

Lieutenant-General Poznikhir said that 

Washington was actively working on the naval 

component of this system alongside the ground-

based missile defense facilities. For this it uses 

universal launchers Mk-41, capable of firing not 

only missile interceptors, but also long-range 

cruise missiles Tomahawk, for which nuclear 

warheads are being developed. 

"Already now US missile defense ships (Arleigh 

Burke class destroyers equipped with the Aegis 

system - TASS) regularly visit the Baltic and Black 

seas and perform tours of duty in the Sea of Japan 

and the South China Sea. Each such ship can carry 30 

to 80 cruise missiles depending on its configuration," 

Poznikhir told the Moscow International Security 

Conference on Wednesday. 

US statements to the effect low-yield warheads for 

the Tomahawk missiles are being developed and may 

be used in combat "encourage other countries to 

obtain similar weapons." 

"As a result, a new spiral of the arms race, 

including nuclear arms race, begins to unwind. The 

United States blocks the adoption of any initiatives 

for preventing it and banning the deployment of 

weapons in outer space," Poznikhir said. 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

 

 

 ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

USWN ARTICLES 

US Navy to recruit FISH as SPIES to 

protect sailors from submarine attack 

Sean Martin, The Express (UK), Apr. 2 

Note: this is not translated from Britspeak. 

Scientists are hoping to use the extremely well-

catered sensory abilities of marine animals to help 

detect enemies in the ocean. Water dwelling animals 

have been fine-tuning their sensory abilities for 

millions of years and technology cannot offer the 

same outcome. This is why the federal Defense 

Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) is 

hoping to establish the Persistent Aquatic Living 

Sensors (PALS) programme to turn the likes of fish 

into the latest batch of US spies. 

The programme could see experts monitor the 
fluctuations in schools of sea bass and examining 
microbes which respond to magnetic signatures of 
submarines. 

Programme manager Dr Lori Adornato said: “The 

US Navy’s current approach to detecting and 

monitoring underwater vehicles is hardware-centric 

and resource intensive.  “As a result, the capability 

is mostly used at the tactical level to protect high-

value assets like aircraft carriers, and less so at the 

broader strategic level. If we can tap into the innate 

sensing capabilities of living organisms that are 

ubiquitous in the oceans, we can extend our ability 

to track adversary activity and do so discreetly, on a 

persistent basis, and with enough precision to 

characterise the size and type of adversary vehicles. 

“The PALS program was developed to leverage 

the great sensitivity that organisms have in the 

ocean to changes in their environment.” 

The US Government has distributed $45million 
(£35million) among five research teams who are 
working on separate projects to understand specific 
organisms and what technologies can be introduced 
to employ the critters as spies. 
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One of the teams are analysing the noises made 
by snapping shrimp which can be used as a sort 
of sonar. The project’s lead, Dr Alison Laferriere 
of Raytheon BBN Technologies, told Scientific 
American: “It has the potential to detect even the 
quietest vehicles that might be there.” 

Another animal being used are goliath groupers which 
make loud booms and experts believe said noises can 
be used to help detect approaching drones or 
submarines. 
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More pics from the SubBall 

 
Buster Bronco from Boise State and Friend 
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Base Officers & Key Personnel 
 

Base Commander:  Ted Vorce 

757-376-2458 

tvorce@verizon.net 

 

Senior Vice Commander:  Gary Galles 

757-714-2733 

garygalles@hotmail.com 

 

Junior Vice Commander:  Adam Kingsley 

757-535-4179 

tk593@aol.com 

 

Secretary & Treasurer:  Craig Werner 

757-373-3142 

grumpyoldsquid@gmail.com 

 

COB:  Craig Dudley 

757-971-5021 

submarine.a.ganger93@gMail.com 

 

Storekeeper:  Ryan Straughan 

318-607-6213 

ussvi.hrb.storekeeper@gmail.com 

 

Chaplain:  Brian Krammes 

757-621-2182 

ussvihrbchaplain@gmail.com 

 

Events Coordinator:  Adam Kingsley 

757-535-4179 

tk593@aol.com 

 

Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Co-coordinators: Rich Corey 

757-356-0134; Sid Sidlovsky 757-328-9796 

srcorey1@charter.net, sidofva@gmail.com 

 

Soc. Media Coordinator, Webmaster:  Sam Stevens 

757-814-7976 

sstvns7@gmail.com 

Base Historian:  Paul Schmidt 

757-481-1297  

pschmidt@PBP-attorneys.com 

 

Newsletter Editor:  Marlin Boyle 

757-238-0632  

ussvi.hrb.editor@gmail.com 
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Hampton Roads Base 
of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc. 

A 501(c)19 Veteran Organization, Tax ID №, 06-1007203 

Base Meetings are the 3rd Saturday of each month (except March) 
at FRA Hall #60, 9601 1st View Street, Norfolk, VA 23503-1603 

https://www.HRB-USSVI.org  (Hampton Roads Base Website) 

 

Hampton Roads Base 

United States Submarine Veterans, Inc. 
“To Perpetuate the Memory of our Shipmates, who gave their lives 

in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.” 

Regular Base Meeting Minutes for 20-APRIL-2019 

 

Meeting was called to order by Base Senior Vice Commander, Gary Galles at 11:15 hours and the 

normal meeting opening sequence was followed:  

 A moment of silence for our departed brother and sister submariners was observed.  

 The invocation was made by Base Chaplain, Brian Krammes. 

 The USSVI Creed was read by the Base Senior Vice Commander, Gary Galles. 

 A moment of silence was observed for our member, CAPT Ted Davis, who departed on eternal 
patrol 06-APRIL-2019. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Base Senior Vice Commander, Gary Galles. 

 The Tolling of the Boats Ceremony was read by Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner while 
the bell was rung by Base Senior Vice Commander, Gary Galles. 

 There were two new members introduced to the membership, MM1(SS) Jim Lastauckas and 
STSC(SS) Jason B. Ritchie. 

 There were no members visiting from National Leadership, Region Leadership, District Leadership, 
or other Bases. 

 A round robin of introductions, led by Base Junior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley, was then held 
with all members present identifying themselves with their qualification boats along with introducing 
any guests they brought to the meeting. 

 

Binnacle List – Base Chaplain, Brian Krammes: 

 Vern Stuart – has been having problems in his recovery from gall bladder removal surgery and has 
been in and out of the hospital,  He has developed a significant problem with eating that has finally 
been diagnosed and is being addressed but he is facing a significant recovery period. 

 Vern Wright – has started on a new medication that should help him in the long run but is still 
adjusting to it and suffering some side effects that have him unsteady currently. 

 Steve Sokolowski – his health is deteriorating, he is having significant problems with his legs and 
moving around.  His wife, Anne, has had to call for EMS to come out because he had fallen but 
couldn’t get up by himself and she was incapable of lifting him.. 

https://www.hrb-ussvi.org/
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Secretary’s Report – Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner: 

 The minutes of the 09-MARCH-2019 Base Meeting were emailed out to all members on  

10-MARCH. 

 All members are reminded to keep the Secretary informed of any changes in email address, snail 

mail address, phone number or any other personal statistics maintained by the base. 

 When you receive the monthly roster, please, look it over for any blanks that you can fill in and get 

that information to me. 

 I need everyone’s help to keep everything up-to-date, please let me know if you know about others 

I especially need to know about any members who should be on the Binnacle list but aren’t. 

 If you need a member’s identity badge contact Terry Pattison, in person or by email 

(TPattison@Cox.net), so that he can generate one for you. 

 There is no new news on the new USSVI.org website. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner: 

 The combined Base Operating and Investment Accounts opening balance as of 01-MARCH-2019  

was $ 38,394.22. 

 The Base Operating Accounts had an income for the month of MARCH-2019 of $ 554.05. 

 The Base Operating Accounts had expenditures for the month of MARCH-2019 of $ 240.05. 

 The Schwab One Investment account started on 01-MARCH-2019 at $ 22,274.11 and ended on  

31-MARCH-2019 at $ 22,313.16 for a net increase/decrease of $ 39.05 for the month of  

MARCH-2019. 

 The HRB Scholarship Program and General Operations Fund opened on 01-MARCH-2019 at  

$ 1796.83, after donations, and expenditures totaling $ 21.00, ended on 31-MARCH-2018 at  

$ 1817.83. 

 The HRB Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Program opened on 01-MARCH-2019 at $ 3603.32, after donations, 

expenditures, and interest totalling $ 1000.10, the program ended on 31-MARCH-2019 at  

$ 4603.42. 

 The HRB Emergency Relief Fund opened on 01-MARCH-2019 at $ 1124.29, after donations, 

interest, and expenditures, totaling $ 20.03, ended on 31-MARCH-2019 a $ 1144.32. 

 The Storekeeper’s Petty Cash as of 31-MARCH-2018 was $ 328.80. 

 This has resulted in a net increase/decrease of $ 314.00 in the combined Base Operating and 

Investment Accounts for MARCH-2019. 

 The combined Base Operating and Investment Accounts ending balance as of 31-MARCH-2019 

was $ 39,748.35. 

 

  

mailto:TPattison@Cox.net
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Store Keeper’s Report: Base Storekeeper, Ryan Straughan: 

 We still have some 2019 calendars for sale, please see me. 

 All On-Hand merchandise is available for sale.  

 Patches and other merchandise from National can be ordered through the Storekeeper. 

 All the materials on the Help-Yourself table are no cost but feel free to make a contribution to the 

donations bucket, it helps and is appreciated. 

 If you have something specific you need from the Store Keeper, send him an email 
(Ryan.A.Straughan@gMail.com). 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner: 

 The combined Base Operating and Investment Accounts opening balance as of 01-MARCH-2019  

was $ 38,394.22. 

 The Base Operating Accounts had an income for the month of MARCH-2019 of $ 554.05. 
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31-MARCH-2019 at $ 22,313.16 for a net increase/decrease of $ 39.05 for the month of  

MARCH-2019. 
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$ 1817.83. 

 The HRB Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Program opened on 01-MARCH-2019 at $ 3603.32, after donations, 

expenditures, and interest totalling $ 1000.10, the program ended on 31-MARCH-2019 at  

$ 4603.42. 

 The HRB Emergency Relief Fund opened on 01-MARCH-2019 at $ 1124.29, after donations, 

interest, and expenditures, totaling $ 20.03, ended on 31-MARCH-2019 a $ 1144.32. 

 The Storekeeper’s Petty Cash as of 31-MARCH-2018 was $ 328.80. 

 This has resulted in a net increase/decrease of $ 314.00 in the combined Base Operating and 

Investment Accounts for MARCH-2019. 

 The combined Base Operating and Investment Accounts ending balance as of 31-MARCH-2019 

was $ 39,748.35. 

 

Store Keeper’s Report: Base Storekeeper, Ryan Straughan: 

 We still have some 2019 calendars for sale, please see me. 

 All On-Hand merchandise is available for sale.  

 Patches and other merchandise from National can be ordered through the Storekeeper. 
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Committee Reports: 

 Membership Committee – Base Senior Vice Commander, Gary Galles: 

o CAPT Ted Davis, who used to be an active member, departed on eternal patrol on 06-

APRIL-2019. 

 The family declined to have any sort of service and he was cremated. 

 His ashes along with his wife’s will be taken to Annapolis. 

o Quarterly Wellness Check Program 

 With the exception below, everyone on the program roster was contacted in 

March. 

 We still haven’t been able to reach CS1(SS) Roy Palmer and we need some help 

here. 

o The roster of all HRB members sent out on 09-APRIL-2019. 

o With gains and losses we are at – 286 – members; this is a gain of – 15 – members over 

where we were this time last year and that’s great!  We need to keep up the good work of 

bringing in new members. 

o WOO-HOO!!! WE’RE STILL #2!!! I’ve looked over the membership numbers nationally 

again and, as of now, we still hold 2nd place in membership nationally by – 10 – members.  

o As a reminder, anyone on Active Duty that is qualified to wear dolphins may join USSVI at 

no charge for the first year, through 2019. 

 If you have any questions contact Craig. 

o If you have any suggestions of ways to increase our membership and meeting attendance 

please let the Base leadership know of it. 

o Anyone who thinks they are due a USSVI Longevity Pin should see Craig after the meeting. 

 Scholarship Committee – Base Senior Vice Commander, Gary Galles:  

o Application submission for the 2019-2020 scholastic year is now closed. 

o We had a total of – 3 – applications submitted. 

o The committee will now meet to evaluate all the applications and determine a selectee.  

 Program & Events Committee – Base Junior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley: 

o Recently Completed Events: 

 There was a FRA #60 meeting here Wednesday evening, 13-MARCH-2019. 
 There was a K4K visit at NMC-P on Tuesday 19-MARCH-2019. 

 The 119th Submarine Birthday Ball was Friday, 05-APRIL-2019 at the Virginia 
Beach Convention Center. 

 There was a Field Day to clean-up the grounds and such here at FRA #60 

Saturday,  

06-APRIL-2019.  

 There was a FRA #60 meeting here Wednesday evening, 10-APRIL-2019. 
 There was a NSL meeting, Wednesday, 17-APRIL-2019. 

  



Page 5 of 11 pages 

o Pending Events: 

 The 2019 Southeast Region Conference, Monday, 29-APRIL through Thursday, 
02-MAY. 

 There will be a Field Day to clean-up the grounds and such here at FRA #60 

starting at 08:30 hours, Saturday, 04-MAY-2019. 

 There will be a FRA #60 meeting here at 18:30 hours, Wednesday evening,  
08-MAY-2019. 

 FRA #60 will be having elections, from 09:00 to 15:00 hours, Sunday,  
12-MAY-2019, for five open positions on their Board of Directors. You must be a 
member in good standing of the FRA (and you really should be) to vote. 

 The Submarine Memorial and Hall of Fame Boat ceremonies will be at 10:00 
hours, Thursday, 16-MAY-2019. 

 We will have a Base meeting at 11:15 hours, Saturday, 18-MAY-2019. 
 There will be a K4K visit at NMC-P on 21-MAY-2019. 
 The 51st anniversary of the loss of USS SCORPION will be at the Virginia War 

Memorial Museum, Huntington Park, Newport News, at 14:30 hours, Sunday,  
26-MAY-2019. 

 The 135th Portsmouth Memorial Day Parade in Portsmouth is on Monday,  
27-MAY-2019. 

 There will be a Field Day to clean-up the grounds and such here at FRA #60 
starting at 08:30 hours, Saturday, 01-JUNE-2019. 

 There will be a FRA #60 meeting here Wednesday evening, 12-JUNE-2019. 
 The Holland Club Induction Ceremonies FOR YEAR GROUP 1969 will be during 

our 15-JUNE-2019 meeting. 
 There will be a K4K visit at NMC-P on 18-JUNE-2019.  

 There will be a NSL meeting, 18:30-20:00 hours, at the Norfolk Room, Sewells 

Point Golf Course, Wednesday, 19-JUNE-2019. 

 There will be a Field Day to clean-up the grounds and such here at FRA #60 
starting at 08:30 hours, Saturday, 06-JULY-2019. 

 There will be a FRA #60 meeting here Wednesday evening, 10-JULY-2019 
 The Base Picnic Meeting and Scholarship Award Announcement will be on  

20-JULY-2019. 

 There will be a K4K visit at NMC-P on 23-JULY-2019.  

 There will be a Field Day to clean-up the grounds and such here at FRA #60 
starting at 08:30 hours, Saturday, 03-AUGUST-2019. 

 There will be a FRA #60 meeting here Wednesday evening, 14-AUGUST-2019 
 We will have a Base meeting at 11:15 hours, Saturday, 17-AUGUST-2019. 
 There will be a K4K visit at NMC-P on 20-AUGUST-2019.  
 There will be a NSL meeting, 18:30-20:00 hours, at the Norfolk Room, Sewells 

Point Golf Course, Wednesday, 21-AUGUST-2019. 

 Dedication ceremony for the Thresher Memorial 1600 hours, ANC  

26-SEPTEMBER-2019. 
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 Ways and Means Committee – Base Junior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley:  

o We still need a good fundraiser for this year. 

 We’ve had one suggestion for a merchandise raffle submitted but rejected 

because the merchandise was too expensive and there is no way we would bring 

in enough to afford the raffle and make money from it. 

 If you have an idea for a fundraiser, please, send the specifics to leadership by 

email. 

o A raffle for two pair of tickets to the 2019 Base Winter Holiday Party will be sold at the raffles 

table at our meetings from now through October. 

 Raffle tickets are $1 each (there are no multi-ticket discounts). 

o Submarine Pens are available for sale; see the Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner, 

after the meeting to purchase your pens, $1 each or 6 for $5. 

o If you have suggestions for any other income streams let Base Leadership know of them. 

 Public Relations and Publicity Committee  –  Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner: 
o I’ve sent a PSA about the Submarine Memorial and Hall of Fame Boat ceremonies to WNIS 

but it isn’t likely they will read it.  They are looking for a professionally recorded spot that 

they can play not a script to read from. 

o I’m looking for other media outlets to send it to. 

o I intend to put together another PSA, this one for the USS SCORPION memorial 
observation. 

o A reminder for everyone, please wear your HRB ball caps and other USSVI logoed clothing 
(shirts, jackets, etcetera) when running around and about town. - We want to be seen, to 
get our name out in the community and to promote our public image. 

o If you need a new windbreaker Jenny Dugan, our Sewing Wench, will be happy to make 
one for you.  

o I have HRB generic business cards for everyone to carry see me if you need any. 

 Newsletter Committee  –  Newsletter Editor, Marlin Boyle:  
o If you have anything for next month’s newsletter, get it in by the twenty-fifth of this month. 

o Any new members need to see the Newsletter Editor, Marlin Boyle to have their picture and 
simple biography included in the newsletter. 

 Website and Social Media – Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner  for Base Webmaster,  

Sam Stevens 

o Website statistics since last meeting 
 Number of New Site Members approved since last meeting – 2 –  
 Total number of website member/users – 112 –  
 Number of unique visitors since last meeting – 26 – 

o Facebook statistics  
 New Page members since last meeting – 3 – 
 New Page Interactions since last meeting – 258 – 
 Total Page “Likes” – 1015 – 
 Page Followers – 1018 – (as of 15-APRIL) 
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o Special Notes (Web pages/forms/banners/special announcements) 
 Thresher Memorial At ANC 

 Contacted PoC to gain date of Thresher Memorial as soon as available 
(suspecting near or on Veteran’s Day  

 Interested members should mark calendars and watch email for specific 
date announcement.  

o Special Report: Dutch people’s care for WWII Liberator’s Sacrifice on their behalf 
continues at the American Cemetery at Margraten, NL. See website for more information 
and video… 

o Please Take Note: the THRESHER Memorial dedication ceremony at Arlington National 
Cemetery followed by a reception is on Thursday, 26-SEPTEMBER-2019.  If you are going 
to attend you are highly encouraged to reply to the email sent requesting attendance 
information so they can plan for the event and the reception afterwards. 

 Submarine Memorial and Hall of Fame Committee – Committee Chairman, Ken Swan: 

o There was a planning meeting earlier this month. 

o We’re still on track getting ready for the event which will be at 10:00 hours, Thursday,  

16-MAY-2019. 

o We still need a Color Guard for the Submarine Memorial Ceremony and they will need to be 

at the rehearsal the day before the Ceremony. 

o The previous Commanding Officer, CAPT Ken Karr, will be speaking at the Hall of Fame 

Ceremony. 

o L-3 has donated $300 which will cover the expenses we (HRB) normally cover so there will 

be no cost to us. 

o SYSCO has now committed their support for the picnic after the ceremonies. 

 Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Committee – Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner for Committee  

Co-Chairman, John Sidlovsky: 

o We visited on Tuesday, 19-MARCH when we got together with – 4 – boys and – 3 – girls  

aged – 2 – through – 17 – years old. 

o We had a crew of – 5 – for the visit. 

o We will visit the kids again on Tuesday, 23-APRIL after meeting at 09:30 hours, in the 2nd 

floor Food Court of Building 3. 

o We received a $1000 donation from the Propeller Club for the K4K program. 

o We also received a $250 private donation for the program. 

o Anyone wanting to make a donation specifically to the Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) program should 

get it to Craig and make sure you specify it’s for the Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) program. 
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 Hampton Roads Base Emergency Relief Fund Committee – Base Secretary & Treasurer,  

Craig Werner for Committee Chairman, John Sidlovsky: 

o We’ve had no requests for financial assistance since our last meeting. 

o We did have a request for physical help for Steve Sokolowski.  He has reached the point 

where he needs physical assistance for living in his home and a couple of our members 

went to bring him a Lift Chair and then make some alterations in his home to help him 

continue to live there safely. 

o If you are in need of financial help, as per our Bylaws, contact any member of the 

committee. 

o Anyone wanting to make a donation specifically to the Emergency Relief Fund should get it 

to Craig and make sure you specify it’s for the Emergency Relief Fund or drop it into the 

ERF Donations Box on the booze table.  

 SCORPION Memorial Committee – Committee Chairman, John Donaldson: 
o The 51st commemoration of the loss of USS Scorpion will be  coordinated with the Father 

Michael J. Bader Knights of Columbus Assembly #2430 at the Virginia War Memorial 

Museum, Huntington Park, Newport News, at 14:30 hours, Sunday, 26-MAY-2019. 

o A change to the Base Bylaws has been proposed and is in the approval process starting 
today. 

 NORFOLK Sail Committee – Committee Chairman, Gary Merryman: 
o There will be a short meeting of the committee after this meeting to do some preliminary 

responsibility assignments.  

 

Old Business: 

 Dick Helm – Report on the 119th Submarine Birthday Ball. 

 Craig Werner – A change to the Base Bylaws has been written 

o It adds a new section to define the responsibilities of the Base Webmaster 

o It clarifies the responsibilities and functions for the Scorpion Memorial. 

 Gary Galles – Plans for the restoration of parade trailers. 

o We are having ongoing problems with our submarine float with supporting the 

submarine and developing cracks at the seams. 

o The float needs almost a complete rebuild because of these problems. 

o We’ve looked at other submarine floats, talked with their developers and are being told 

that aircraft drop tanks make the best floats but only a couple of specific models and 

we’re trying to find one that we can use. 

 USS Thresher ANC Memorial Dedication Ceremony 

o Instructions and a link have been sent out by email for the preliminary sign-up form 

(electronic) for this event. 

o The instructions and email link will be sent out again sometime in the next week or so. 

o You must follow these instructions if you want to attend this event. 
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New Business: 

 USS NEWPORT NEWS (SSN 750) Change of Command 
o 10:00 hours, Tuesday, 23-APRIL-2019, Pier 3, NOB 
o You MUST RSVP by email (edward.may@navy.mil) to LCDR Edward J. May, Jr. of CSL 

ASAP. 
o They are providing bus transport from and back to the NEX Movie Theaters for those who 

do not have Base access. 
o Note: this is at the same time as our regular monthly K4K visit. 

 Pungo Strawberry Festival parade 
o 10:00 hours, Saturday, 25-MAY-2019. 
o This is just two days before the Portsmouth Memorial Day Parade on the 27th. 
o We have drivers lined up for both trailers but we need to know if there is enough support. 
o Craig will send out an email to see if there are enough members who are will to attend so 

that we make a good showing. 

 South Norfolk Fourth of July Parade, if we want to get into this parade Brian Krammes can get us 
into the lineup. 

 

Program: - George Lutz of Honor and Remember 

 

Good of the Order:  

 Review of boats lost in this month – Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner:: 

o USS PICKEREL (SS-177) in 1943 

o USS GRENADIER (SS-210) in 1943 

o USS GUDGEON (SS-211) in 1944 

o USS SNOOK (SS-279) in 1945 

o USS THRESHER (SSN-593) in 1963

 

 Review of members’ birthdays for the month – Base Senior Vice Commander, Gary Galles: 
o Chris Stolle on 01-APRIL 
o Scott Cotton on 02-APRIL 
o Jim McDonald on 04-APRIL 
o Randy Kulp on 06-APRIL 
o Jeff Cross on 07-APRIL 
o Ed Magary on 07-APRIL 
o Pat Taylor on 08-APRIL 
o Ben Kern on 11-APRIL 
o Harry Seibel on 12-APRIL 
o Al Walters on 13-APRIL 
o James Hay on 15-APRIL 

o Errol Jennings on 16-APRIL 
o Charlie Walden on 16-APRIL 
o Lenny Antonik on 17-APRIL 
o Craig Dudley on 17-APRIL 
o George Williams on 20-APRIL 
o Dan Hengerer on 21-APRIL 
o Jim Mason on 22-APRIL 
o Merrill Dorman on 23-APRIL 
o Earl Koepcke on 24-APRIL 
o Ryan Straughn on 27-APRIL 
o Kirk Unruh on 29-APRIL 
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 The 50/50 raffle of  $ 128 was won by: Harry Seibel (the base received $ 127) 
 

 The booze raffle was won by: Dick Helm (the base received $ 112). 
 

 Winter Holiday Party tickets raffle brought in: $ 9. 
 

 Pen Sales brought in: $ 51.  
 

 There was $ 27 donated through the Donations Bucket for the Scholarship Program and General 
Operations Fund. 

 

 There was a total of  $ 250 was donated for the Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Program. 
 

 There was a total of $ 12 was donated for the Emergency Relief Fund. 
 

 There were – 63 – members and – 6 –  guests present at this meeting 
 

Our next Regular Base meeting will be 11:15 hours, Saturday, 18-MAY-2019 here at FRA Hall #60. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:40 hours by Base Senior Vice Commander, Gary Galles. 

 

Fair Winds and Following Seas, 

 

 
EMCS(SS) Craig S. Werner, U.S.N. (Ret.) 

Hampton Roads Base Secretary & Treasurer 

222-5 Sandpiper Drive 

Portsmouth, VA 23704-1543 

757-373-3142 
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Storekeeper’s Inventory 
(as of: 20-APRIL-2019) 

 

 
ITEM Qty. On Hand Unit Price

BALL CAPS

HRB-USSVI (Silver Dolphins) 5 15.00$                      

HRB-USSVI (Gold Dolphins) 1 12.50$                      

HRB-Submarine Veteran (Silver Dolphins) 4 15.00$                      

HRB-Submarine Veteran (Gold Dolphins) 5 15.00$                      

HRB-USSVI (Commander) 1 12.50$                      

US Sub Vets Inc. (Commander) 3 12.50$                      

US Sub Vets Inc. (Captain) 2 15.00$                      

Holland Club (Silver Dolphins) 0 15.00$                      

Holland Club (Gold Dolphins) 2 15.00$                      

HRB-USSVI - Khaki (Silver Dolphins) 5 15.00$                      

HRB-Submarine Veteran - Khaki (Gold Dolphins) 3 15.00$                      

PATCHES & CLOTHING

Hampton Roads Chapter Patch 38 8.00$                        

USSVI Patch (4-1/2 x 3-1/8) 1 10.00$                      

USSVI Patch (3-5/8 x 3) 0 3.00$                        

USSVI Patch (2-7/8 x 2-3/8) 0 3.00$                        

USSVI Life Member Patch 2 6.00$                        

Vice Commander 1 3.50$                        

Life Member Rocker Patch 0 6.00$                        

Holland Club Patch 3 7.00$                        

Vice President Patch 1 3.00$                        

Base Secretary Patch 1 3.00$                        

Base Chaplain Patch 1 3.00$                        

Base Store Keeper Patch 2 3.00$                        

Associate Member Patch 1 3.00$                        

USSVI Bolo Tie 2 7.00$                        

USSVI Booney Hat (Khaki w/ Gold Dolphins) 1 20.00$                      

Vest Clasp w/ Silver Dolphins 3 25.00$                      

MISCELLANEOUS

HRB Challenge Coins 116 10.00$                      

HRB Decal (Silver Dolphins) 20 5.00$                        

HRB Decal (Gold Dolphins) 2 5.00$                        

Dolphin Decals (6") 0 1.75$                        

License Plate Frames 1 4.50$                        

2019 USSVI Calendars 6 10.00$                      
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HAMPTON ROADS BASE 

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS, INC. 

BYLAWS 
 

 

PREAMBLE 

 

The organization shall be known as the Hampton Roads Base (HRB) and is a subsidiary of the 

United States Submarine Veterans, Inc. (USSVI).  As a subordinate organization HRB is 

governed by the USSVI Constitution and Bylaws as supplemented by its own Bylaws (this 

document). 
 

 

ARTICLE I - DUES 
 

Section 1: USSVI National dues shall be collected by the Base Treasurer in accordance with the National 

Bylaws and forwarded by him to the National business office in a timely manner. 

 

Section 2: The amounts to be collected for National dues are as determined by the USSVI National Board of 

Directors. 

 

Section 3: Base dues shall be collected by the Base Treasurer following the schedule of collection for 

National dues and deposited by him in the Base bank accounts in a timely manner. 

 

Section 4: The amounts to be collected for Base dues shall be set at one-half the rate of USSVI National dues 

for the same periods of time as those for USSVI National dues. 

 

Section 5: The Base Secretary and/or Treasurer will ensure that all members are informed of any changes to 

the schedule of USSVI National or Base dues. 

 

 

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 
 

Section 1: CHARTER MEMBERS: Those members who were accepted for membership in the Base prior 

to 31-December-1998 will hereafter be considered Charter Members of HRB. 

 

Section 2: LIFE MEMBERS: 

A: Base Life Membership is available for Regular Members only and not for Base Associate Members. 

B: Members must be USSVI National Life Members prior to becoming Base Life Members or they may 

become Life Members of both USSVI National and the HRB at the same time. 

 

Section 3: REGULAR MEMBERS: Regular Membership shall be in accordance with the USSVI National 

Constitution and Bylaws. 

 

Section 4: ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: Associate Membership shall be in accordance with the USSVI 

National Constitution and Bylaws. 
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ARTICLE III - BASE MEETINGS 
 

Section 1: MONTHLY MEETING: The Base shall normally meet on the third Saturday of each month, 

however, the Base Commander may change the date and time, provided that due notice is given to the 

membership. 

 

Section 2: MEETING NOTICE: The Base Secretary shall publish a Notice of Meeting at least five days 

before any Base meeting using email or regular mail, as appropriate. 

 

Section 3: QUORUM: 
A. Eight members in good standing, one of whom must be an elected Base officer, shall constitute a 

quorum for transaction of business at a Base meeting. 
B. Once a quorum has been established, no member absenting himself from the meeting shall destroy the 

quorum. 
C. In the event of a quorum not being present, a lesser number may adjourn the meeting to some future 

time and date. 

 

Section 9: VOTING: 
A. Each member in good standing shall be entitled to vote at any Base meeting. 
B. There shall be no voting by proxy or absentee ballot; any member in good standing not voting will be 

considered to be abstaining from the vote. 
C. Voting may be voice vote or by show of hands; a simple majority vote of the members present and in 

good standing shall be required for a favorable vote. 
D. Voting shall include soliciting votes ‘FOR’ ‘AGAINST’ and ‘ABSTAINING’. 

 

 

ARTICLE IV – ELECTED BASE OFFICERS 
 

Section 1: Elected Base Officers will be the Base Commander, Base Senior Vice Commander, Base Junior 

Vice Commander, Base Secretary and Base Treasurer. 

A. Elected Base Officers are elected for a two year term with elections being held at the December 

meeting of odd numbered years and they shall be sworn into office at the following January meeting to 

immediately take up the responsibility of their office(s). 

B. All elected Base Officers may succeed themselves in office. 

C. If a vacancy develops in a Base Officer position the Nominations Committee shall meet to develop a 

slate of candidates to propose to the membership at the next Base meeting for immediate election to 

the vacant position. 

D. The positions of Base Secretary and Base Treasurer may be combined into one position at the 

recommendation of the Nominations Committee and with the concurrence of the Executive Board. 

 

Section 2: BASE COMMANDER: The duties of the Base Commander shall include but not be limited to: 

A. Serve as the chief executive officer of the Base and chairman of the Executive Board. 

B. Cause to be called all regular and special meetings of the Base. 

C. Preside over all regular and special meetings of the Base. 

D. Enforce both the Base and the USSVI National Constitution and Bylaws. 

E. Direct and supervise the operation of the Base. 

F. Communicate directly with USSVI National Officers and Organization and be responsible for the 

promulgation of all pertinent information to the members of the Base. 

G. Be an ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee and the Resolution 

Committee. 

H. Work up, keep current, and pass on immediately to his relief a "Turn Over" folder, including any 

official correspondence, records and/or official materials assigned to his care. 
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Section 3: BASE SENIOR VICE COMMANDER: The duties of the of the Senior Vice Commander shall 

include, but not be limited to: 

A. Assist the Base Commander in the discharge of his duties. 

B. Assume the duties of the Base Commander in the event of his absence, illness, or call to eternal patrol. 

C. Serve as Chairman of the Membership Committee. 

D. Serve as Chairman of the Scholarship Committee. 

E. Serve as a Member of the Ways and Means Committee. 

F. Serve as a Member of the Executive Board. 

G. Work up, keep current and pass on immediately to his relief a “Turn Over” folder, including any 

official correspondence, records and/or official materials assigned to his care. 

 

Section 4: BASE JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER: The duties of the Junior Vice Commander shall 

include, but not be limited to: 

A. Assist the Base Commander in the discharge of his duties. 

B. Assume the duties of the Base Senior Vice Commander or Base Commander in the event of his 

absence, illness, or call to eternal patrol. 

C. Serve as Chairman of the Ways and Means Committee. 

D. Serve as Chairman of the Events Committee. 

E. Serve as a Member of the Membership Committee. 

F. Serve as a Member of the Executive Board. 

G. Work up, keep current and pass on immediately to his relief a “Turn Over” folder, including any 

official correspondence, records and/or official materials assigned to his care. 

 

Section 5: BASE SECRETARY: The duties of the Base Secretary shall include, but not be limited to: 

A. Be the clerk of the organization. 

B. Be custodian of all nonfinancial records and materials; which shall remain Base property. 

C. Keeping permanent records as required by the Base Bylaws. 

D. Keeping permanent records of the proceedings of all Base meetings (meeting minutes). 

E. Ensure that only members in good standing vote on organizational business. 

F. Serve as official Base correspondent, forwarding to officers and to committee chairmen such 

correspondence as may be appropriate to the performance of their duties. 

G. Serve as Chairman of the Public Relations Committee. 

H. Serve as a Member of the Executive Board. 

I. Work up, keep current, and pass on immediately to his relief a "Turn Over" folder, including any 

official correspondence, records and/or official materials assigned to his care. 

 

Section 6: BASE TREASURER: The duties of the Base Treasurer shall include, but not be limited to:  

A. Be the financial officer of the Base.  

B. Be the custodian of all financial records of the Base.  

C. Receive and be responsible for the collection of all monies due and payable to the Base or USSVI 

National and for forwarding the latter to the appropriate USSVI National Officer in a timely fashion.  

D. Have custody of all Base funds and provide for their safe keeping.  

E. Provide reports at Base meetings on status of Base funds. 

F. Serve as a Member of all committees that expend Base funds. 

G. Serve as a Member of the Executive Board. 

H. Work up, keep current, and pass on immediately to his relief a "Turn Over" folder, including any 

official correspondence, records and/or official materials assigned to his care. 
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ARTICLE V – APPOINTED BASE OFFICERS 
 

Section 1: Appointed Base Officers will include but not be limited to the Base Chief of the Boat (COB), the 

Base Chaplain, the Base Historian, the Base Social Media Coordinator, the Base Storekeeper and three 

members to the Executive Board. 

A. Appointed Base Officers shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Base Commander. 

B. Appointed Base Officers shall serve until relieved by a successor. 

C. Appointed members of the Executive Board shall have their appointments confirmed by a vote of the 

membership at a regular Base meeting. 

 

Section 2: BASE CHIEF OF THE BOAT: The duties of the Base Chief of the Boat shall include, but not 

be limited to: 

A. Be the Base Parliamentarian and Maintain Order and Discipline at Base meetings. 

B. Be in charge of all Honors and Ceremonies in which the Base participates, including maintaining 

custody of all flags, banners, bells and other ceremonial items. 

C. Coordinate and run the Base Meeting Liquor Raffle. 

D. Work up, keep current and pass on immediately to his relief a “Turn Over” folder, including any 

official correspondence, records and/or official materials assigned to his care. 

 

Section 3: BASE CHAPLAIN: The duties of the Base Chaplain shall include, but not be limited to: 

A. Provide the invocation at Base meetings. 

B. Maintain the Base “Binnacle List” and update the status of all members on the Binnacle List at each 

regular Base meeting. 

C. Coordinate the Base response to all notifications of a member going on Eternal Patrol. 

D. Work up, keep current and pass on immediately to his relief a “Turn Over” folder, including any 

official correspondence, records and/or official materials assigned to his care. 

 

Section 4: BASE HISTORIAN: The duties of the Base Historian shall include, but not be limited to: 

A. Maintain a record of all Base Elected Officers and when they served. 

B. Maintain a record of all the events the Base participates in as an entity. 

C. Work up, keep current and pass on immediately to his relief a “Turn Over” folder, including any 

official correspondence, records and/or official materials assigned to his care. 

 

Section 5: BASE SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR: The duties of the Base Social Media Coordinator 

shall include, but not be limited to: 

A. Maintain and keep current a presence for the Hampton Roads Base on Facebook (general: photos, 

videos, blogs and apps), LinkedIn (business and professional networking), and other various social 

media outlets such as Instagram and Twitter. 

B. Work up, keep current and pass on immediately to his relief a “Turn Over” folder, including any 

official correspondence, records and/or official materials assigned to his care. 

 

Section 6: BASE STOREKEEPER: The duties of the Base Storekeeper shall include, but not be limited to: 

A. Be the direct contact with the USSVI National Storekeeper for the ordering of USSVI National 

materials for use by the Base. 

B. Be the direct contact with the USSVI National Storekeeper for the ordering of USSVI National 

materials for purchase by members of the Base. 

C. Provide a monthly inventory and financial status report to the Base Commander and Base Treasurer at 

the end of each regular meeting. 

D. Take orders from members for the patches or other materials available from the USSVI National 

storefront. 

E. Work up, keep current and pass on immediately to his relief a “Turn Over” folder, including any 

official correspondence, records and/or official materials assigned to his care. 
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Section 7: APPOINTEES TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD (THREE APPOINTEES) 

A. Shall serve as full members of the Executive Board with the same voting rights as all other members of 

the Executive Board. 

B. Each Appointee shall work up, keep current and pass on immediately to his relief a “Turn Over” 

folder, including any official correspondence, records and/or official materials assigned to his care. 

 

Section 8: BASE WEBMASTER: The duties of the Base Webmaster shall include, but not be limited to: 

A. Maintain and keep current the Base Website (URL: https://www.hrb-ussvi.org) including the 

calendar of events and other information deemed pertinent to the Hampton Roads Base, as provided. 

B. Create engaging and entertaining content from the submarine community of specific interest to Base 

members. 

C. Assure timely responses to Base members and/or the public who have contacted the Base via the Base 

Website to topics including but not limited to: 

1. Joining the Website Member Area.  

2. Emergent Web Announcements. 

3. Eagle Scout Award Support. 

4. Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) program promotion. 

5. Any other pertinent topics. 

6. And forwarding copies of all incoming mail to the Base to email address 

hrb.ussvi@gmail.com to the Base Secretary when appropriate. 

D. Authorize Base members access to the Website Member Area based on the current Base Roster at the 

time an individual applies. 

E. Limit access to the Website private Members Only Area to authenticated, members only. 

F. Work up, keep current and pass on immediately to his relief a “Turn Over” folder, including any 

official correspondence, records and/or official materials assigned to his care. 

 

 

ARTICLE VI - EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

Section 1: MEMBERSHIP: Members of the Executive Board shall be the Base Commander who shall 

normally act as its chair, the Base Senior Vice Commander, the Base Junior Vice Commander, the Base 

Secretary, the Base Treasurer, the Immediate Past Base Commander (or most recent Base Commander who is 

still active in the Base) and three members of the Base appointed by and serving at the pleasure of the Base 

Commander who are also confirmed by vote of the Base membership. 

 

Section 2: ANNUAL MEETING: The Executive Board shall meet at least once a year at the call of the Base 

Commander, in the last quarter of the year with the primary purpose of the meeting to be a review of the Base 

Financial Report (year-to-date) and to develop the budget for the next fiscal (calendar) year. 

 

Section 3: MEETING CHAIR: All Executive Board meetings will be chaired by the senior elected Base 

Officer present. 

 

Section 4: ADDITIONAL MEETINGS: 

A. Additional meetings of the Executive Board may be called by the Base Commander, or by any three 

members of the Executive Board. 

B. Additional meetings may be physical meetings or virtual (by telephone email or other on-line 

collaboration) meetings. 

 

Section 5: MEETING NOTICE: Notice of all meetings shall be given to each member of the Executive 

Board by the Base Secretary, in a timely fashion, using email or regular mail as appropriate, specifying the time 

and place of the meeting and the primary purpose of the meeting. 

 

Section 6: GUESTS: Guests may be invited to attend meetings of the Executive Board if it is deemed they 

have information pertinent to the meeting but they shall not have voting privileges at that meeting and may be 

requested to leave the meeting before any voting takes place during the meeting. 

 

https://www.hrb-ussvi.org/
mailto:hrb.ussvi@gmail.com
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Section 7: BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED: Business other than that specified in the notice of meeting 

may be conducted at any meeting of the Executive Board if proposed to the chair by a member of the Executive 

Board and seconded by another member of the Board. 

 

Section 8: QUORUM: 

A. Four members in good standing, one of whom must be an elected Base officer, shall constitute a 

quorum for transaction of business at an Executive Board meeting. 

B. If a quorum is not present no business of the Executive Board may be conducted. 

 

Section 10: VOTING: 
A. Each member in good standing shall be entitled to vote at any Executive Board meeting. 
B. If the positions of Base Secretary and Base Treasurer are combined the person serving in the combined 

position shall have only one vote. 
C. There shall be no voting by proxy or absentee ballot; any member in good standing not voting will be 

considered to be abstaining from the vote. 
D. Voting may be orally or by show of hands; a simple majority vote of the members present and in good 

standing shall be required for a favorable vote. 
E. Voting shall include soliciting votes ‘FOR’ ‘AGAINST’ and ‘ABSTAINING’. 

 

 

ARTICLE VII - COMMITTEES 
 

Section 1: MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: 

A. The Membership Committee shall be a standing committee. 

B. The Base Senior Vice-Commander shall chair the Membership Committee and shall have members as 

appointed by the Base Commander. 

C. The duties of the Membership Committee shall include, but not be limited to: 

1. Receive applications from new members. 

2. Determine the eligibility of each applicant. 

3. Provide the Base Secretary with the applications for membership for processing and filing. 

 

Section 2: WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE: 

A. The Ways and Means Committee shall be a standing committee. 

B. The Base Junior Vice-Commander shall chair the Ways and Means Committee and shall have 

members as appointed by the Base Commander. 

C. The duties of the Ways and Means Committee shall include, but not be limited to: 

1. Fund raising. 

2. Submit recommendations to the Base Commander for unbudgeted expenditures. 

 

Section 3: PUBLIC RELATIONS AND PUBLICITY COMMITTEE: 

A. The Public Relations and Publicity Committee shall be a standing committee. 

B. The Public Relations and Publicity Committee shall be chaired by the Base Secretary and shall have 

members as appointed by the Base Commander. 

C. The duties of the Public Relations and Publicity committee shall include but not be limited to: 

1. Publicity promoting a positive image of the Base. 

2. Develop promotional materials to advertise the Base and Base events. 
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Section 4: SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE: 

A. The Scholarship Committee shall be a standing committee. 

B. The Scholarship Committee shall be chaired by the Base Senior Vice Commander and shall have 

members as appointed by the Base Commander. 

C. The duties of the Scholarship Committee shall include but not be limited to: 

1. Collect all submitted scholarship applications for review. 

2. Review and evaluate all submitted applications to select the best candidate for the Base 

Scholarship. 

3. Announce to the Base the name of the applicant selected for the Base Scholarship award. 

4. Inform all applicants of their status after the Base Scholarship award is announced. 

 

Section 5: NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 

A. The Nominating Committee shall be an annual committee and shall meet as required to make 

recommendations to the Base for the filling of elected offices either at the time of regular elections or 

when a vacancy of an elected office develops. 

B. The Committee shall be chaired by the Immediate Past Base Commander (or most recent Base 

Commander who is still active in the Base) and members shall be all Past Base Commanders who 

remain active in regular Base activities. 

C. The duties of the Nominating Committee shall include: 

1. Soliciting eligible candidates for Base offices. 

2. Reporting the slate of candidates at the Regular Base Meeting preceding the meeting at which 

officers will be elected. 

3. Assist the Base Commander in conducting the election of Base Officers. 

 

Section 6: EVENTS COMMITTEE: 

A. The Events Committee shall be a standing committee. 

B. The Chair of the Events Committee shall be the Base Junior Vice Commander and shall have members 

as appointed by the Base Commander. 

C. The duties of the Events Committee shall include but not be limited to: 

1. Serve as the primary Point of Contact to outside organizations for all events in which the Base 

may participate in. 

2. Report on and inform the Base members of all events the Base may participate in as an 

organization. 

3. Submit necessary paperwork for the Base to participate in events. 

4. Solicit and coordinate speakers for the Base meetings. 

5. Pass all relevant information on events and speakers to the Newsletter committee for inclusion 

in the Base newsletter and to the Base Secretary for inclusion in the Base meeting agenda. 

 

Section 7: NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: 

A. The Newsletter Committee shall be a standing committee. 

B. The Chair of the Newsletter Committee shall be an appointed position and shall have members as 

appointed by the Base Commander. 

C. The duties of the Newsletter Committee shall include but not be limited to: 

1. Develop, coordinate and edit a monthly newsletter of information about the Base and of 

interest to the Base members for distribution by email. 

2. Develop, coordinate and edit a monthly hard copy newsletter of information about the Base 

and of interest to the Base members for distribution to those members of the Base without 

email. 

3. Collect articles from available sources for the newsletter. 

4. Send both versions of the Base newsletter to the Base Secretary for distribution on or about 

the first of every month. 
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Section 8: SUBMARINE MEMORIAL AND HALL OF FAME COMMITTEE: 

A. The Submarine Memorial and Hall of Fame Committee shall be a standing committee. 

B. The Chair of the Submarine Memorial and Hall of Fame Committee shall be an appointed position and 

have members as appointed by the Base Commander. 

C. The duties of the Hall of Fame Committee shall include but not be limited to: 

1. Serve as the single point of contact (POC) for Submarine Learning Facility Norfolk as it 

relates to the annual WWII Memorial ceremony and related Submarine Hall of Fame 

Program. 

2. Coordinate all efforts related to the annual WWII Memorial and Submarine Hall of Fame 

ceremonies. 

3. Solicit nominations from HRB members in accordance with Base Bylaws for the Hall of 

Fame Boat. 

4. Oversee the presentation(s) related to the nomination(s) for the Hall of Fame Boat. 

5. Coordinate and run the election for determining the Hall of Fame Boat. 

 

Section 9: KAP(SS) 4 KID(SS) COMMITTEE: 

A. The Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) (K4K) Committee shall be a standing committee. 

B. The Chair and Co-Chair (if assigned) of the K4K Committee shall be appointed positions and the 

committee shall have other members as appointed by the Base Commander, in addition to the Base 

Treasurer. 

C. The duties of the K4K Committee shall include but not be limited to: 

1. Establish and maintain a program for the Base using the National K4K Program guidelines. 

2. Coordinate the program to bring comfort and joy to children with challenging medical 

conditions in recognized medical facilities. 

3. Solicit and coordinate facility visits with other Base members. 

4. Fund raising in specific support of the K4K. 

D. K4K funds cannot be used for any purpose other than support of the K4K program, without an 

affirmative vote of a quorum of members at a Base Meeting. 

E. K4K funds shall be held by the Base Treasurer. 

 

Section 10: EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND COMMITTEE: 

A. The Emergency Relief Fund (“ERF”) Committee shall be a standing committee. 

B. The Chair of the ERF Committee shall be an appointed position and shall have a minimum of two 

other members, as appointed by the Base Commander, in addition to the Base Treasurer. 

C. The duties of the ERF Committee shall include but not be limited to: 

1. Fund raising in specific support of the ERF. 

2. Accepting and evaluating applications for benefits from Regular Members of the Base in 

Good Standing or Base Life Members ONLY, as those terms are defined in the Base Bylaws 

(“Qualified Member”), or in the case of the sudden and unexpected death of a Qualified 

Member, then the spouse or eldest surviving subordinate relative of the Qualified Member. 

3. Designating the form of application for benefits from the ERF, to allow for confidentiality of 

the applicant, if so requested, and provide for the manner in which the deliberations of the 

ERF Committee are to be conducted.  An award to be made must be agreed to by at least 75% 

of the ERF Committee. 

4. To make an award of such benefits as the ERF Committee deems appropriate in those cases 

where a Qualified Member [see subparagraph (2), above] suffers a catastrophic and 

emergency situation which is sudden, unexpected, individual, isolated, and necessitated by 

external factors beyond the applicant’s control, in such amount as the ERF Committee deems 

prudent, based upon available funds, and subject to such restrictions and oversight as set forth 

below. 

i) The ERF Committee may make awards up to $500.00 or 50% of available 

funds, whichever is less, upon its own authority. 

ii) Awards of up to $1,000.00 or 100% of available funds, whichever is less may be 

made only with the approval of the Executive Board. 

iii) Any award in excess of $1000 requires an affirmative vote by a quorum of 

members at a Base meeting. 
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D. Any application for benefits that does not meet all the criteria of Paragraph C, subparagraph (4) above 

cannot be awarded from the ERF.  This prohibition shall not prevent the applicant or the ERF 

Committee from bringing the question to the General Membership for an award from the Base General 

Operations Fund. 

E. ERF funds cannot be used for any purpose other than awards of benefits, without an affirmative vote of 

a quorum of members at a Base Meeting. 

F. ERF funds shall be held by the Base Treasurer. 

 

Section 11: USS SCORPION (SSN 589) MEMORIAL COMMITTEE: 

A. The USS SCORPION Memorial Committee shall be a standing committee. 

B. The Chair of the USS SCORPION Memorial Committee shall be an appointed position and have 

members as appointed by the Base Commander. 

C. The duties of the USS SCORPION Memorial Committee shall include but not be limited to: 

1. Serve as the single point of contact for the annual commemoration of the loss of USS 

SCORPION and coordinate all efforts related to the Annual Memorial. 

2. Memorials will be conducted in accordance with the guidance contained in USSVI Base 

Memorials and Ceremonies Handbook. 

3. Memorial services will be conducted annually during the last weekend of May each year. 

i) Memorial ceremonies on 5-year anniversaries of the loss of Scorpion (2023, 2028, 

etc.) will be conducted on Naval Station Norfolk at the Scorpion Memorial on the 

last Saturday of May. 

ii) Memorials in intervening years will be coordinated with the Father Michael J. Bader 

Knights of Columbus Assembly 2430 and conducted on the last Sunday of May at 

the Scorpion Memorial located at the Virginia War Memorial Museum, Huntington 

Park, Newport News, Virginia. 

iii) Time line and points of contact: 

a) January – issue initial notice of ceremony and identify major players to 

include the Submarine Force Public Affairs Officer and Knights of 

Columbus. Announce the memorial on the Hampton Roads SUBVETS Web 

site, USSVI National Web site, American Submariner, Scorpion Web page 

and social media sites. 

b) February – draft agenda and program for ceremony and identify guest 

speaker. 

c) March – draft script for ceremony. 

d) April – conduct meeting with major players to coordinate events and ensure 

everyone is on track for the ceremony. Order biodegradable wreath. 

Coordinate with Sub Force PAO (757-836-1650) to identify a submarine 

crew to accept the wreath to be taken to sea. 

 

Section 12: NORFOLK SAIL COMMITTEE: 

A. The NORFOLK Sail Committee shall be a standing committee until the completion of the NORFOLK 

Sail project. 

B. The Chair of the NORFOLK Sail Committee shall be an appointed position and shall have members as 

appointed by the Base Commander. 

C. The duties of the NORFOLK Sail Committee shall include but not be limited to: 

1. Develop and implement a Plan of Action and Milestones (POA&M) to bring the sail of the 

decommissioned USS NORFOLK to the City of Norfolk as a memorial display. 

2. Work with The City of Norfolk for approval and coordination in bringing the NORFOLK Sail 

to the City of Norfolk. 

3. Work with COMSUBFOR/COMSUBLANT for support, assistance and coordination in 

bringing the NORFOLK Sail to the City of Norfolk. 

4. Communicate the status of all activities to the general membership at each regular meeting. 
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Section 13: RESOLUTION COMMITTEE: 

A. The Resolution Committee shall be an ad hoc committee called as necessary to resolve disputes within 

the Base that cannot be resolved by any other means. 

B. The Chair of the Resolution Committee shall be an appointed position and have members as appointed 

by the Base Commander and agreed to by the parties involved in the dispute. 

C. The duty of the Resolution Committee is limited to bringing a resolution to the dispute the committee 

is called into existence to resolve in a timely fashion. 

 

 

ARTICLE VIII - HALL OF FAME BOAT PROGRAM 
 

Section 1: The Submarine Hall of Fame is a coordinated event to honor post World War II submarines that 

have contributed to the advancement of Undersea Warfare. 

 
Section 2: For a submarine to be considered for the Submarine Hall of Fame it (the submarine to include the 

crew at the time of the event) must have contributed to advancements in Undersea Engineering or Undersea 
Tactics/Warfare. 

 
Section 3: A member in good standing will be appointed to coordinate the collection of nominations from 

membership at large (to include acceptance of nominations submitted through the internet or by mail). 
 
Section 4: All nominations are presented during the October meeting of the Base for consideration by the 

base membership. That select members pick from these nominations and research presentations to be made 
during the November meeting. 

 
Section 5: During the November Base meeting presentations shall be made in support of the submarines 

being considered as the Hall of Fame Boat. 
 

Section 6: During the December Base meeting voting is held to select the inductee to the Submarine Hall of 

Fame for the following year. That at the completion of the voting the chairman of the Hall of Fame Committee 

will coordinate with the Submarine Learning Facility to construct a shadow box for the presentation in May of 

the following year. 

 

 

ARTICLE IX - GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
Any business of the Base not otherwise prescribed in the USSVI National Constitution and Bylaws or Hampton 
Roads Base Bylaws may be conducted at any Base Meeting.  Voting may be orally or by show of hands; a simple 
majority vote of the members present and in good standing shall be required for a favorable vote.  
 
 

ARTICLE X – DISSOLUTION 
 
In the event the Base dissolves, all assets and moneys of the Base shall be turned over to the USSVI National Senior 

Vice Commander with a letter specifying the dissolution, signed by the last serving Base Commander, Base 

Secretary and Base Treasurer. 
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ARTICLE XI - AMENDMENTS 

 

Section 1: Any member in good standing may propose an amendment to these Bylaws at a Regular Base 

Meeting. 

 

Section 2: If the amendment proposal is approved by a simple majority of the votes cast during the meeting 

at which it is proposed, it shall be published to all Base members at least 21 days before the Regular Base 

Meeting at which it will be considered for final approval. 

 

Section 3: Final approval of the amendment will be by a simple majority of the votes cast during the Base 

meeting when it comes up for approval and it shall become effective upon final approval by the District 

Commander. 

 

Section 4: Administrative changes necessitated by changes to the USSVI National Constitution and Bylaws 

may be made at any time after such changes are published. 

 

Section 5: Grammatical and typographical errors may be corrected at any time. 

 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

 

Summary of changes and amendments: 
 

30-November-2016, Complete Revision and Rewrite: Rewritten to conform with the USSVI National 

Constitution and Bylaws as revised at the National Convention of August 2016, added a provision to allow for 

virtual meetings of the Executive Board as an alternative to physical, in person, meetings and added a new Section 

under COMMITTEES to establish and codify the Base Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Program. 

 

31-May-2019: Added new Article V – Section 8, Changed the order of Article VII Committees, Added new Article 

VII - Section 11, Corrected the wording of this document to reflect the combination of the National Constitution and 

Bylaws and removed any reference to the HRB Constitution. 

 


