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:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
 

Our Creed: 

 
To perpetuate the memory of our 
shipmates who gave their lives in 
the pursuit of their duties while 
serving their country.  
That their dedication, deeds and 
supreme sacrifice be a constant 
source of motivation toward 
greater accomplishments. Pledge 
loyalty and patriotism to the 
United States of America and its 
Constitution. 

In addition to perpetuating the 
memory of departed shipmates, 
we shall provide a way for all 
Submariners to gather for the 
mutual benefit and enjoyment. 
Our common heritage as 
Submariners shall be 
strengthened by camaraderie.  
We support a strong U.S. 
Submarine Force. 

The organization will engage in 
various projects and deeds that 
will bring about the perpetual 
remembrance of those shipmates 
who have given the supreme 
sacrifice. 
 
The organization will also 
endeavor to educate all third 
parties it comes in contact with 
about the services our submarine 
brothers performed and how 
their sacrifices made possible the 
freedom and lifestyle we enjoy 
today."  
 
 
 
 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

   From the Base Commander 

Shipmates, 

    I think we 

can all attest 

to the fact 

that summer 

is almost here.  These 

temperatures are up there, we 

must all pay attention and do not 

over-do it outside, keep hydrated! 

    We are getting ready to be busy 

for a few months, June has the 

Holland Club induction, we are 

expecting SUBFOR at the June 

meeting, we are looking for 

volunteers to help clean up the 

back area at the Fleet Reserve for 

the July Picnic and Scholarship 

presentation.  We are also going 

to be looking for volunteers to 

help put our wall back up. 

     I know it seems like we ask for 

a lot of volunteering, and we do, 

however, these little things we 

want to do, do not get done by 

themselves. 

 

 

HAMPTON ROADS 

BASE  

≈≈ CURRENTS ≈≈ 

  

  

  

file:///C:/Users/gibbs/Documents/NEWSLETTER_%20CURRENTS/2019_01%20January/%20https/www.hrb-ussvi.org
https://www.facebook.com/
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    We are in the Election period of the Southeast 

Region District Commanders; please everyone, vote.  

Let's show our support for this position.  As of now 

David Campbell is running unopposed for our region. 

Respectfully 

Ted Vorce 

Base Commander 

.   

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

From the Junior Vice Commander 

This month in submarine history 

we remember USS Nautilus (SSN-

571) and the dawn of the nuclear 

era. 

Nautilus's keel was laid at 

General Dynamics' Electric Boat Division in Groton, 

Connecticut by Harry S. Truman on 14 June 1952. 

She was christened on 21 January 1954 and launched 

into the Thames River, sponsored by Mamie 

Eisenhower. Nautilus was commissioned on 30 

September 1954, under the command of Commander 

Eugene P. Wilkinson. 

Following her commissioning, Nautilus remained 

dockside for further construction and testing. On the 

morning of January 17, 1955, at 11 am EST, 

Commander Wilkinson ordered all lines cast off and 

signaled the memorable and historic message, 

"Underway On Nuclear Power."  

On 10 May, she headed south for shakedown. 

Submerged throughout, she traveled 1,100 nautical 

miles from New London to San Juan, Puerto Rico and 

covered 1,200 nautical miles in less than ninety hours. 

At the time, this was the longest submerged cruise by 

a submarine and at the highest sustained speed (for at 

least one hour) ever recorded. 

 

From 1955 to 1957, Nautilus continued to be used to 

investigate the effects of increased submerged speeds 

and endurance. The improvements rendered the 

progress made in anti-submarine warfare during 

World War II virtually obsolete. Radar and anti-

submarine aircraft, which had proved crucial in 

defeating submarines during the war, proved 

ineffective against a vessel able to move quickly out 

of an area, change depth quickly and stay submerged 

for very long periods. 

On 4 February 1957, Nautilus logged her 60,000th 

nautical mile, matching the endurance of her 

namesake, the fictional Nautilus described in Jules 

Verne's novel Twenty Thousand Leagues Under The 

Sea.  

In response to the nuclear ICBM threat posed by 

Sputnik, President Eisenhower ordered the U.S. Navy 

to attempt a submarine transit of the North Pole to 

gain credibility for the soon-to-come SLBM weapons 

system. 

 

On 25 April 1958, Nautilus was underway again for 

the West Coast, now commanded by Commander 

William R. Anderson.  Stopping at San Diego, San 

Francisco, and Seattle, she began her history-making 

polar transit, Operation "Sunshine".  On 19 June she 

entered the Chukchi Sea, but was turned back by deep 

drift ice in those shallow waters. On 28 June she 

arrived at Pearl Harbor to await better ice conditions. 

By 23 July 1958 her wait was over, and she set a 

course northward. She submerged in the Barrow Sea 



 

                                                                                              HRB Currents, June 2019 Page 3 

 

Valley on 1 August and on 3 August, at 2315 (EDT) 

she became the first watercraft to reach the 

geographic North Pole. 

From the North Pole, she continued on and after 96 

hours and 1,590 nautical miles under the ice, surfaced 

northeast of Greenland, having completed the first 

successful submerged voyage around the North Pole. 

As Nautilus proceeded south from Greenland, a 

helicopter airlifted Commander Anderson to connect 

with transport to Washington, D.C. At a White House 

ceremony on 8 August, President Eisenhower 

presented him with the Legion of Merit and 

announced that the crew had earned a Presidential 

Unit Citation.  

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

From the Secretary/ Treasurer 

Shipmates, 

A lot has happened this past 

month.  We had the Submarine 

Memorial and Hall of Fame Boat 

Ceremonies at the SLF, the 

Scorpion Memorial observance in 

Newport News, and the Portsmouth Memorial Day 

Parade.  The weather for all of these was great.  We 

also had our usual K4K visit at the NMC-P and their 

PAO along with a writer for the Compass (a local 

newspaper) went around with us.  Good publicity! 

The big thing this month is the Election of the 

Southeast Region District #1 Commander.  

Information was sent out by email to all members and 

is included at the end of this newsletter.  I MUST 

have your responses NLT 28-JUNE so that I can 

collate them all and forward the results to the Region 

Director with a copy to the District Commander. If 

you send me your ballot by snail mail, make sur to 

have your name onit or with it 

The Base Picnic Meeting next month is going to be 

here at the FRA again this year.  There will be the 

usual clean-up here at 08:30 hours, Saturday, 06-

JULY and a specific clean-up for the picnic at 09:00 

hours, Saturday, 13-JULY to clean up the patio area 

in preparation for the picnic. 

I will be taking reservations and collecting for the 

picnic at our meeting this month.  As in the past, 

reservations are $5 per person (12 years old and 

up).  The food is again going to be from Pigs-Я-Us; 

they’ve always done well by us. 

Sam Stevens (SStvns7@gMail.com), is coordinating 

the Base’s participation at the Thresher Memorial 

dedication at Arlington National Cemetery this 

September.  If you intend to go to the ceremony and 

reception that will follow, please make sure he has 

your name.  It would be nice if we could put together 

a good-sized group to attend the event and represent 

USSVI.  If the group is large enough, we may be able 

to hire a bus for the trip. 

It is very important for you to keep me up to date on 

all of your contact information.  Please, make sure I 

have all your contact phone numbers and email 

addresses.  If you move, please, get your new snail-

mail address to me as soon as you know it.  Send it to 

me at GrumpyOldSquid@gMail.com. 

One more reminder for all of us, school is just about 

to be out for the summer and kids are moving around 

all day long now, please, take care as you‘re driving 

about and keep your eyes open for young ones 

running out into your path.  BE CAREFUL! 

That will be all from me for this month. As always, if 

you need something don’t hesitate to email me or call 

me so I can help you out.  I’m only as far away as 

your computer or the other end of your phone.  

Finally, don’t forget about our regular monthly 

meeting at FRA #60 on 15-JUNE, we want to see you 

there, otherwise… 

~ Stay Safe & Stay Well ~ 

EMCS(SS) Craig S. Werner, U.S.N. (Ret.) 

Hampton Roads Base Secretary & Treasurer 

 ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

mailto:SStvns7@gMail.com
mailto:GrumpyOldSquid@gMail.com
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Due to some 

unexpected 

rescheduling I 

could not make 

the May meeting.  

As you may recall, I intended to bring a Thank You 

card for the membership to sign – to express our 

thanks to the citizens of Limburg Netherlands for the 

care of our WWII heroes.  With your forbearance, I'll 

bring the card to the June meeting.. 

 

Also       

For those members who wish to RSVP for the 

Thresher Memorial Dedication (Sept 26th) at 

Arlington National Cemetery, please visit the website 

here:  https://www.hrb-ussvi.org/thresher-anc-

memorial-project and click on the EVENT RSVP 

button to notify planners at Arlington that you are 

attending..  Once done, click on “Attendee” just 

above the Event RSVP button.  This will open the 

Base Webmail page so that can let the Base know you 

are going. too...   (We'd like to plan to go as a group if 

possible). 
 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

We remember…. 

Boats Lost in June 
 

 

’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ 

USS O-9 (SS-70):  Lost on Jun 20, 1941 with the loss 

of 34 men when it foundered off Isle of Shoals, 15 

miles from Portsmouth, NH. 

 

 

USS S-27 (SS-132):  Lost on June 19, 1942 when it 

grounded off Amchitka Island. She was on the surface 

in poor visibility, charging batteries and drifted into 

the shoals. When she could not be freed and started 

listing, the captain got the entire crew to shore (400 

yards away) in relays using a 3-man rubber raft. The 

entire crew was subsequently rescued. 

 

USS R-12 (SS-89):  Lost on June 12, 1943 with the 

loss of 42 men near Key West, 

FL during a practice torpedo 

approach. The cause was 

probably flooding through a 

torpedo tube. The CO and 2 

other men on the bridge 

survived, as did 18 crew 

members on liberty at the time 

of the accident. 

 

USS Runner (SS-275):  Lost between June 26 and 

July 4th, 1943, with the loss of 

78 men.  

Runner was on her 3rd war 

patrol probably due to a mine. 

Prior to her loss, she reported 

sinking a freighter and a 

passenger-cargoman off the 

Kuriles. This boat's last known ship sink happened on 

June 26th, so she probably hit that mine on or after 

that date but before July 4th, when she was scheduled 

back at Midway. 

 

 

USS Herring (SS-233):   Lost on June 1, 1944 with 

the loss of 83 men near 

Matsuwa Island.  Herring was 

on her 8th war patrol and was 

conducting a surface attack 

when a shore battery spotted 

her and made 2 direct hits on 

her conning tower and causing 

her loss. Before being sunk, 

she had sunk a freighter and a passenger-cargoman. 

Herring was the only US submarine sunk by a land 

battery. 

  

https://www.hrb-ussvi.org/thresher-anc-memorial-project
https://www.hrb-ussvi.org/thresher-anc-memorial-project
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USS Golet (SS-361):  Lost on June 14, 1944 with the 

loss of 82 men. On her 2nd 

war patrol, Golet was 

apparently lost in battle with 

antisubmarine forces north of 

Honshu. 

 

 

 

 USS Bonefish (SS-223): Lost on June 19, 1945 with 

the loss of 85 men when sunk near Suzu Misaki. 

Winner of 3 Navy Unit 

Citations, Bonefish was 

on her 8th war patrol. 

After sinking a passenger-

cargoman, Bonefish was 

subjected to a savage 

depth charge attack. 
   

 ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

HRB June Birthdays 
 

    
  3:  Paul Schmidt 
  4:  Randy Kulp 
  8:  Bill Tilton. Jim Lastauckas 
11:  Dick Helm, Rock Pedroni  
13:  Jon Walsh 
17:  Robert Beech 
20:  Bill Mulligan 
23:  Dan Bohlke 
25:  Clyde Russell 
26:  Andy Vuckovich 
28:  Dave Lockwood 
30:  Efren Monis, Bill Newton, David Stanley 
 

 
;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

 

Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) News 
All photos taken by Mass Communication Specialist 

2nd Class Kris R. Lindstrom of NMC-P PAO office. 

 
On 21 May, a seven member HRB crew consisting of 

 
Walt Kreger, Craig Werner, Dave Snyder, Sid 

Sidlovsky, Lynn Moran, Joe Demnicki, Rich Corey & 

George Williams (l-r above) visited two boys, three 

girls, and their families at NMC-P.  The kids’ ages 

ranged from four months to sixteen years.  As usual, 

laughs were had and spirits were raised.   A few 

pictures are below: 

 

 
John “Sid” Sidlovsky, a KAP(SS) 4 KID(SS) Co-

Chairman, hands a stuffed animal to one-year old Ezra 

Barnett 
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Lynn Moran & Craig Werner, have just lightened the 

day for 10-year old, Chloe Grandmontagne 

 

 

 
George Williams hands a Submarine Pen to 8-year old 

Amani Dillon, 

 

This team was accompanied by a reporter from the 

Virginian Pilot local edition, THE COMPASS, and by 

MC2 Kris Lindstrom of the NMC-P Public Affairs 

Office.  

 

Petty Officer Lindstrom published the following 

article on DVIDS news 

 
######################### 

“PORTSMOUTH, Va. (May 23, 2019) – Volunteers 

through the KAP(SS) 4 KID(SS) Program visit 

children in the Pediatrics Ward at Naval Medical 

Center Portsmouth (NMCP) May 21.  

KAP(SS) 4 KID(SS) is a U.S. Submarine Veterans, 

Inc. (USSVI) Community Outreach Program that 

brings comfort and joy to children battling 

challenging medical conditions, brings support to the 

parents and good feelings to the Sub Vets who visit 

the treatment facilities. 

John “Sid” Sidlovsky, co-chairman of the KAP(SS) 4 

KID(SS) Program and a veteran submariner, takes 

pride in every smile and every laugh as they roam the 

halls of the ward.  

“The purpose of this program is to bring support and 

laughter to these kids in a time of need,” Sidlovsky 

said. “To me, a little bit of laughter is what I am 

going for and laughter is the best medicine.” 

The submarine veterans gladly gave all the children 

who wanted to visit their caring attention as well as a 

litter of gifts, from an Honorary Submariner ballcap 

and baby beanie to coloring books, stuffed animals 

and temporary tattoos. The message they try to 

convey is to have a positive attitude.  

“It’s all about having a positive attitude,” Sidlovsky 

said. “Especially for the children who are having a 

tough day, we are here to turn them around. We are 

here to take a bad day and turn it into a positive day. 

Positives thoughts and a good attitude are important 

to the healing process.” 

Dahima Dillon, the mother of one of the kids, was 

overjoyed by the occasion. Her 8-year-old son Amani, 

happily received an armful of stuff and after a high 

five, walked away with a smile that was visible 

through the protective mask he wore on his face.   

“I just want to say thank you very much for what they 

do,” Dillon said. “Just to have this visit is such a joy 

for him. It’s really special.” 

Sidlovsky believes that what they do is important and 

they try to do it as often as they can.  

“We come up here every month and have been doing 

that for three years,” Sidlovsky said. “We think it’s 
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important to do every month because we are veterans 

and this is a way to give back and appreciate our 

military. Some of these parents could have the other 

parent deployed. To be away from your child when 

they are sick and to know that there is a support 

group to help your spouse is important. It’s our way 

of giving back and it’s an honor to do so.”  

As the U.S. Navy's oldest, continuously-operating 

military hospital since 1830, Naval Medical Center 

Portsmouth proudly serves past and present military 

members and their families. The nationally-

acclaimed, state-of-the-art medical center, along with 

the area's 10 branch health and TRICARE Prime 

Clinics, provide care for the Hampton Roads area.  

The medical center also supports premier research 

and teaching programs designed to prepare new 

doctors, nurses and hospital corpsman for future 

roles in healing and wellness.” 

 

UPCOMING VISITS (Tentatively): 

18 June 

23 July 

20 August 

24 September 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

 

WWII Memorial and Hall of Fame 

Ceremonies 

The 2019 Submarine Memorial Service and Hall of 

Fame Induction was held on 19 May at the Norfolk 

Submarine Learning Center.  About 25 Hampton 

Roads Base members attended.  Special recognitions 

go to: John Pedroni  and Gary Merryman for taking 

the lead in championing Baton Rouge; Dick Helm for 

his support of the WWII memorial and to Ken Swan 

for his work with the SLC staff to make things go 

smoothly. 

Once more, the bell tolled for those on each of the 

fifty-two lost boats, as a representative miniature was 

retired.  A fifty-third bell rang to honor those who lost 

their lives on submarines where the boat herself was 

not lost. 

 

The photos below are courtesy of SUBLANT Public 

Affairs Office: 

 

 
Parading the Colors 

 

 
John Pedroni and others during the National Anthem 

 
Opening Prayer  
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Retiring the Symbolic boats 

 

Guest Speaker Kenneth Karr, 2nd Captain of Baton 

Rouge 

 

 
WWII Memorial Wreath Presentation 

 

 

SLF CMC Brennan, SLF CO CMDR Pitre, CAPT 

Karr, and Gary Merryman during Shadow Box 

Presentation 
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The 26 Baton Rouge Crew Members in attendance 

 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

May Guest Speaker 

 

Our guest speaker for the 18 May meeting was 

FORCM John J. Perryman.  

He spoke on several topics related to the current and 

future submarine force. A few key points were: 

• The fleet is shifting from a special ops and 

surveillance focus to one emphasizing blue 

water warfighting and winning. 

• Buying back maintenance, increasing 

maintenance skills and using them in a more 

frequent and efficient manner. 

• Reaching a target of 66 SSN’s in the fleet. 

• Mixed gender crewing of SSN’s. 

• The TM rating is coming back. 

After Boot Camp in 1994, he attended Sub School 

and Electronics Technician” A” and “C” schools in 

Groton. Sea assignments include USS Bremerton 

(SSN-698).  and USS Dolphin (AGSS-555) and USS 

Cheyenne (SSN-773). 

We want to thank Master Chief Perryman for taking 

time from his schedule to give us an update on these 

and other points,   

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
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;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

Norfolk Sail Publicity 

On 20 May we were able to get a little publicity for 

our USS Norfolk Sail project.  Brian Kremmes 

arranged Chris Horne of WAVY Channel 10 to meet 

with and interview several of the HRB members 

regarding this effort. 

“The USS Norfolk served for over 30 years, and 

being named after the city, and being able to bring her 

home and put her on display so that future generations 

can see," said JRVC Adam Kingsley. 

Past Base Commander Brian Dougherty stated, “I 

made a presentation to several of the deputy city 

managers. They all thought that it was a great idea 

and wanted to continue to pursue the project.” Brian 

went on. “Harbor Park is great, there’s a lot of traffic 

here, not only locals but people from out of town, and 

that’s great because we would like to drive as much 

traffic as possible. I do feel confident about it. We 

need more support, that’s the bottom line.” 

The cost will be over a million dollars. The base is 

hoping to get support from the city and from local 

shipbuilders and other supporters. 

Here are screen shots from the WAVY website. 

 

 

 
 

 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

USS SCORPION MEMORIAL 

 

 
 

On 27 May about 100 people gathered to honor the 99 

men who lost their lives aboard USS Scorpion (SSN-

589) in May 1968. Sixteen HRB members and guests 

were among those in attendance at the Virginia War 

Museum in Newport News. 

  

The event was coordinated by the Fr. Michael J, 

Bader and Fr. John P, Worthington Assemblies of the 

Knights of Columbus.   Honored were the 99 who lost 

their life aboard Scorpion in May of 1968 and the 

four chaplains who sacrificed their lives for others as 

the U.S.A.T. Dorchester sank in February 1943. 

 

Shipmate John Donaldson has been involved with the 

Scorpion family for several years.  He has provided 
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much assistance to the memorial events that are also 

supported by the local Knights of Columbus. 

 

 
Scorpion Memorial Plaque 

 

 
Tolling of the Bell (by MaryEtta Nolan) 

 

 
Keynote Speaker Art Nolan, Scorpion COB Wally 

Bishop's Brother-in-Law (by MaryEtta Nolan) 

 
John Donaldson Prior to Memorial Wreath 

Presentation (by MaryEtta Nolan) 

 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
 

135th Portsmouth Memorial Day 

Parade 

 
Seventeen HRB members and four guests mustered at 

I. C. Norcom High School on 27 May.  Being number 

66 of 72 units meant that we had ample time to 

appreciate the soaring temperature and bright sun 

until we got moving. 

  

 
Pre-Parade Shade Break 

 

 
Bud, Bill, Bob Standing(??) By 
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Charlotte & Elinore Bond Waiting Patiently 

 

 

 
Last Minute Instruction from the COB 

 

 

 

 
Crew all Aboard - Ready to Move Out 

 

 

Underway - Course Zero-Niner-Zero 
 

 

 
The Crowd was Appreciative 

 

 

 

 
Wrapping up 
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;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

Upcoming Events 
 

June 2019 

15:  Base Meeting / Holland Club Induction 

18:  Kap(SS) 4 Kids(SS)  @NMC-P 

19:  Naval Submarine League (NSL), Norfolk Room, 

Sewell’s Point Golf Course 

 

July 2019 

20:  Base Meeting/Picnic/Scholarship Announcement 

23:  Kap(SS) 4 Kids(SS)  @NMC-P 

 

August 2019 

17:  Base Meeting 

20:  Kap(SS) 4 Kids(SS)  @NMC-P 

15-20: USSVI Convention - Austin, TX 

 

September 2019 

21:  Base Meeting 

23-26:  USS Thomas A. Edison Reunion, Norfolk 

24:  Kap(SS) 4 Kids(SS)  @NMC-P 

26:  USS Thresher Memorial Dedication Ceremony 

 

October 2019 

19:  Base Meeting  

22:  Kap(SS) 4 Kids(SS)  @NMC-P 

 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

June Historic Events 
 

June 5, 1794 - The first officers of the U.S. Navy 

under the new United States Constitution are 

appointed: John Barry, Samuel Nicholson, Silas 

Talbot, Joshua Barney, Richard Dale, and Thomas 

Truxtun. They are also asked to supervise the 

construction of new ships. 

June 8.1830 - The sloop of war USS Vincennes 

becomes the first US Navy warship to circle the 

globe when she returns to New York. She departs 

on Sept. 3, 1826, rounds Cape Horn and cruises the 

Pacific protecting American merchantmen and 

whalers until June 1829. 

June 6, 1918 - After Allied troops take Hill 142 at 

Chateau-Thierry, France, during World War I, 12 

enemy soldiers crawl in a position to counter attack 

with five light machine guns. Realizing his 

company might withdraw if fired upon, Marine 

Gunnery Sgt. Maj. Ernest A. Janson, quickly rushes 

and bayonets two enemy leaders, forcing the rest of 

the enemy attackers to withdraw. For his 

"conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity" on this 

occasion, he is awarded the Medal of Honor by both 

the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Army. 

June 9, 1944 - During her Fifth War Patrol, USS 

Harder (SS 257) sinks Japanese destroyer Tanikaze 

in the Sibitu Passage, about 90 miles southwest of 

Basilan Island. On June 6, she sinks the Japanese 

destroyer Minazuki 120 miles east-northeast of 

Tarakan, Borneo. On June 7, Harder sinks the 

Japanese destroyer Hayanami south of the Japanese 

fleet anchorage at Tawi, southeast of the Sibitu 

Passage, Borneo. On the morning of Aug. 24, 

Harder is sunk in Dasol Bay, Philippines, by enemy 

depth charges on its Sixth War Patrol. There are no 

survivors and the crew is never recovered. For his 

"conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity " in sinking 

the Japanese destroyers during the Fifth War Patrol, 

Cmdr. Samuel D. Dealey, Harder’s CO, is 

posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. 

June 6, 1957 - Two F8U Crusaders and 2 A3D 

Skywarriors fly nonstop from USS Bon Homme 

Richard (CVA 31) off the coast of California to 

USS Saratoga (CVA 60) off the east coast of 

Florida. This is the first carrier-to-carrier 

transcontinental flight. The F8Us take 3 hours and 

28 minutes and the A3Ds completed the crossing in 

4 hours and 1 minute. 

 

 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
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HUMOR 

 

Leslie Stahl did a story on gender roles in Kabul, 

Afghanistan, several years before our involvement in 

the Afghan conflict. 

 

She noted that women customarily walked five paces 

behind their husbands. 

 

She recently returned to Kabul and observed that 

women still walk behind their husbands. 

 

Despite the overthrow of the oppressive Taliban 

regime, the women now seem to, and are happy to, 

maintain the old customs. 

 

Ms. Stahl approached one of the Afghani women and 

asked, "Why do you now seem happy with an old 

custom that you once tried so desperately to change?" 

 

The woman looked Ms. Stahl straight in the eyes, and 

without hesitation said, "Land mines.” 

 

No matter what language you speak or where you go 

the moral of the story is: 

BEHIND EVERY MAN, THERE'S A REALLY 

SMART WOMAN. 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

 

USWN ARTICLES 

Program Manager Says Industrial Base 

Can Handle Third Virginia-Class Sub 

Daniel Taylor, Seapower Magazine, May 7 

The addition of a third Virginia-class submarine to the 

fiscal 2020 budget proposal won’t cause significant 

disruption to the industrial base because the program has 

given enough lead time before the sub needs to be built, the 

program’s manager said May 7 at Navy League’s Sea-Air- 

Space exposition. 

Capt. Christopher Hanson, the U.S. Navy’s Virginia- 
class program manager, acknowledged that the decision 
years ago to increase procurement from one sub per year to 

two caused “some vendors [to] struggle,” but that the 

industry is able to handle a third sub because enough lead 

time has been built in. The addition won’t cause a shock in 

the production line, Hanson said. 

By adding a third sub to the budget, the Navy sends a “very 
clear signal of what’s coming,” allowing vendors to adjust 

and prepare, he added. 

“If they get a clear signal, they will invest,” Hanson 

said. “That clear signal is hard to measure, but you 

definitely see the results in the vendor base.” 

This request will allow the Navy to immediately get 

orders out to the vendors so they can fill those orders. And 

it’s not anything they can’t handle, Hanson said, arguing 

that they are simply asking the industrial base to deliver 11 

subs instead of 10 over the next five years. 

The Navy is still striving to get construction time of 

Virginia-class subs down to 60 months, although it has 
recently stalled in the area of 66 to 68 months. Hanson said 

the goal is still 60 months, although he acknowledged it was 
not a guarantee. “Would I bet my life on 60 months? 
Probably not.” 

‘’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ 

US Navy Approves Electric Boat Weld 

Recovery plan 

Michael Fabey, Jane's, May 6 

General Dynamics Electric Boat has 

implemented a recovery plan for faulty welding 

previously discovered in the missile tubes being 

developed for Columbia-class submarines, the US 

Navy (USN) confirmed on 3 May to Jane’s. 

“General Dynamics Electric Boat [GDEB] 

submitted a missile tube recovery plan for the U.S. 

and UK First Article Quad Packs as well as all 

contracted tubes to the navy in January 2019, which 

the Navy reviewed and concurred with,” the USN 

told Jane’s in advance of planned navy briefings on 

submarine programme updates at the Navy League 

2019 Sea-Air-Space conference held at National 

Harbor, Maryland between 6 and 8 May. 

“GDEB has identified root causes for the welding 

and non-destructive test issue and is executing a 

comprehensive repair and recovery schedule 
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incorporating input from associated sub-vendors,” 

the USN said. 

“As repair and manufacturing efforts progress, 

the navy continues to evaluate performance vs. the 

plan to optimize recovery efforts,” the USN noted. 

“The latest plan is consistent with what has been 

previously reported and maintains 11 months of 

margin for delivery of Super Module 3 [the missile 

compartment module] for the lead ship.” 

The USN had built in a 23-month “margin” to 

develop and build the new missile tubes for the 

Columbia-class submarines, Captain Jonathan 

Rucker, programme manager for the Columbia-class 

ships, said in November 2018. The welding defects 

“consumed” 10 months of that margin, he noted then, 

leaving an estimated 13-month safety net still built in 

to the programme at that time. 

Welding defects were found during 2018 in 

missile- tube components for the Columbias, 

prompting the USN, along with prime submarine-

building contractors, to begin aggressive on-site 

company inspections meant to ensure lower-tier 

vendors were performing and verifying welding 

and other boat work properly. 

While the USN has always reviewed and 

inspected vendor work, such “intrusive” inspections, 

which require visits by joint teams of USN and 

prime contractor officials are uncommon, Capt. 

Rucker said in November. The teams, which can 

include up to a dozen people, will check 

engineering, quality, purchasing, and programme 

management. Previously, he said, the USN might 

check one or more of these elements at a time. But 

now, he said, the teams are making sure they are “all 

aligned”. 

The difficult welds submarine proved to be beyond 

the vendor’s capability, the USN said. Furthermore, 

proper verification processes were not in place to 

ensure the welds’ compliance. And the USN had 

incorrectly concluded that because the vendor could 

properly perform other submarine-related work, there 

would be no issues with the welds. 

………………………………………………..…….. 

 

Navy To “ Pay For Value”  In 3D Printing  

Rich Abott, Defense Daily, May 

Navy Secretary Richard Spencer yesterday 

emphasized the service is willing to “pay for value” to 

incorporate more additive manufacturing, or 3D 

printing, of parts throughout the service. 

While speaking at the Center for Strategic and 

Budgetary Assessment (CSBA), Spencer noted 

“printers are getting everywhere. The Marine Corps 

has really stepped up on that and the Navy is really 

stepping up also, on ship – being able to print.” 

 

However, he admitted “one of the things that 

we’re struggling with, and it’s going to be a torque - 

it’s a natural torque - is the ability to purchase the 

data and/or incorporate in on the contracts the right 

to use the data for parts developed.” 

Spencer emphasized the Navy’s position is that “I 

truly believe that we are prepared to pay for value. 

We do not expect to get a part for nothing. If there is 

value, we will pay value.” 

He dismissed the idea the Navy wants the data so it 

can continually print to fulfill its demand without 

compensation. 

“I want to print to fulfill my demand but I will 

also reward innovation and value appropriately,” 

Spencer said. 

In February, Capt. Matthew Friedell, lead official 

for the Advanced Manufacturing Operations Cell in 

the Marine Corps, said the service has deployed 150 

3D printing systems and was focused on securing 

data rights. He said most 3D printing they will use 

focuses on allowing Marines in the field to reproduce 

a small part that would otherwise 

be difficult to find or is missing from the supply chain  

(Defense Daily, Feb.7). 

Friedell said he envisioned a system where the 

service buys data credits from manufacturers to 

ensure the vendors are fairly compensated for the 

exact number of parts the Marine Corps prints. 

………………………………………………………. 
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Navy Must Retain 80 Percent Of Sailors 

Annually To Grow Fleet 
Ben Werner, USNI News, May 16 

The Navy needs to retain close to 80 percent of its 

force each year if it hopes to meet staffing 

requirements of its growing fleet, the service’s 

personnel chief told lawmakers on Thursday. 

The Navy is on track grow by 7,500 active duty 

personnel this year and by 5,000 sailors each year 

through Fiscal Year 2024, Chief of Naval Personnel 

Vice Adm. Robert Burke told the House Armed 

Services subcommittee on military personnel. 

Burke was joined by his counterparts from the 

Marine Corps, Army and Air Force. 

If the Navy meets its recruiting and retentions targets, 

Burke said the force would be able to adequately staff 

the 314-ship fleet the Navy anticipates sailing in 

2024. The Navy’s FY 2020 budget request calls for a 

force of 354,000 by 2024. 

Predicting the size of a force needed to staff the 

planned 355-ship Navy is difficult because technology 

and ship types will likely change during the decades it 

will take to build such a fleet. Based on Congressional 

Budget Office predictions and current staffing needs 

of ships in the fleet, USNI News estimates the Navy 

ultimately needs to grow to nearly 375,000 active duty 

personnel. As of Thursday, the service had an end 

strength of 332,507 officers and enlisted sailors, 

according to the Navy. 

Most sailors initially join on six-year contracts, Burke 

said. His staff is focused on getting the vast majority 

of those joining now to re-enlist in the future.  

“When we’re at a stable size, we need a roughly 

around 55 percent retention to that second contract. 

Right now, we need much higher than that because 

we’re trying to balance accessions versus retentions 

because we don’t want a really junior force manning 

that 355-ship Navy, we want a mix of experienced 

people, so we need in the 70- to 80-percent region, 

and we’re in that ballpark now,” Burke said. 

 

All branches of the military are facing the same 

challenges in recruiting and retaining personnel. A 

strong economy provides active duty personnel 

career options outside of uniform which can pay 

more. Another critical component of retention is 

considering the changing nature of the force, Burke 

said. 

“67 percent of our officers and over half of our 
enlisted sailors are married, and many of them are 
dual-professional couples,” he said. “We have to 
address that reality if we’re going to retain the family.” 

In contrast, the Marine Corps’ end strength needs 

are very modest – total growth of 400 Marines 

between now and FY 2024, Lt. Gen. Michael Rocco, 

the Marine Corps deputy commandant for manpower 

and reserve affairs, told lawmakers during the 

hearing. The Marine Corps currently has about 

186,000 active duty personnel. 

“100 this year and 300 through the rest of the FYDP 

(future years defense program) and it has to 

specifically do with providing special operations 

critical skill enablers,” Rocco said of the Marine 

Corps’ projected end strength growth. 

……………………………………………………… 

 

Siemens Unveils New FLEX PM Modular 

Submarine Propulsion Motors (Sweden) 

Alex Pape, Jane's International, May 20 

Siemens premiered its new generation of modular 

scalable permanent magnet submarine propulsion 

motors at the Underwater Defence Technology 

(UDT) 2019 exhibition in Stockholm. 

To provide solutions across a wider range of 

applications, Siemens is evolving its Permasyn 

permanent magnet compact submarine propulsion 

motor.Cut-away model of Siemens' current 

Permasyn permanent magnet motor for submarine 

applications. (IHS Markit/Alex Pape) 

Cut-away model of Siemens' current Permasyn 

permanent magnet motor for submarine 

applications. (IHS Markit/Alex Pape) 

The current Permasyn offering is available with 

ratings of approximately 2 MW and 4 MW, and has to 
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date been used on Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems’ 

Type 212A and Type 214 submarine designs, with the 

first motor delivered for installation in 2000. 

Several years ago, the company sought to develop a 

new, larger motor in the 6 MW class. The new 

flexible Permasyn (FLEX PM) modular solution, 

however, aims to cover a range from 1.5 MW to 8 

MW. 

The new motors are planned in three baseline 

frame sizes, with the diameter determining three 

power ranges. The specific power rating within 

one range is then fine- tuned with the length of the 

stator and rotor. The ultimate size and weight are 

also driven by the associated inverters, which are 

integrated in the motor itself. 

According to Siemens, the specifications for this 

drive concept have been completed and initial 

development work has commenced. 

With the new FLEX PM development, Siemens is also 

expecting improvements in reducing acoustic and 

magnetic signatures. 

……………………………………………………… 
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Base Officers & Key Personnel 
 

Base Commander:  Ted Vorce 

757-376-2458 

tvorce@verizon.net 

 

Senior Vice Commander:  Gary Galles 

757-714-2733 

garygalles@hotmail.com 

 

Junior Vice Commander:  Adam Kingsley 

757-535-4179 

tk593@aol.com 

 

Secretary & Treasurer:  Craig Werner 

757-373-3142 

grumpyoldsquid@gmail.com 

 

COB:  Craig Dudley 

757-971-5021 

submarine.a.ganger93@gMail.com 

 

Storekeeper:  Ryan Straughan 

318-607-6213 

ussvi.hrb.storekeeper@gmail.com 

 

Chaplain:  Brian Krammes 

757-621-2182 

ussvihrbchaplain@gmail.com 

 

Events Coordinator:  Adam Kingsley 

757-535-4179 

tk593@aol.com 

 

Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Co-coordinators: Rich Corey 

757-356-0134; Sid Sidlovsky 757-328-9796 

srcorey1@charter.net, sidofva@gmail.com 

 

Soc. Media Coordinator, Webmaster:  Sam Stevens 

757-814-7976 

sstvns7@gmail.com 

Base Historian:  Paul Schmidt 

757-481-1297  

pschmidt@PBP-attorneys.com 

 

Newsletter Editor:  Marlin Boyle 

757-238-0632  

ussvi.hrb.editor@gmail.com 
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Hampton Roads Base 
of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc. 

A 501(c)19 Veteran Organization, Tax ID №, 06-1007203 

Base Meetings are the 3rd Saturday of each month (except March) 
at FRA Hall #60, 9601 1st View Street, Norfolk, VA 23503-1603 

www.USSVI.org (find a Base/Virginia/Hampton Roads) 

 

Hampton Roads Base 

United States Submarine Veterans, Inc. 
“To Perpetuate the Memory of our Shipmates, who gave their lives 

in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.” 

Regular Base Meeting Minutes for 18-MAY-2019 

 

Meeting was called to order by Base Commander, Ted Vorce at 11:15 hours and the normal meeting 

opening sequence was followed:  

 A moment of silence for our departed brother and sister submariners was observed.  

 The invocation was made by Base Chaplain, Brian Krammes. 

 The USSVI Creed was read by the Base Senior Vice Commander, Gary Galles. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Base Commander, Ted Vorce. 

 The Tolling of the Boats Ceremony was read by Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner while 
the bell was rung by Base Senior Vice Commander, Gary Galles. 

 A moment of silence was observed for our two recently departed members, RM2(SS) Vernon E. 
Stuart, Sr. on 24-APRIL and LT Steve Sokolowski on 30-APRIL. 

 There were two new members introduced to the membership, STS2(SS) Nicholas A. Corey and 
CDR Richard J. Severinghaus. 

 We had a guest Sam Megehee visiting with us. 

 There were no members visiting from National Leadership, Region Leadership, District Leadership, 
or other Bases. 

 A round robin of introductions, led by Base CoB, Craig Dudley, was then held with all members 
present identifying themselves with their qualification boats along with introducing any guests they 
brought to the meeting. 

 

Binnacle List – Base Chaplain, Brian Krammes: 

 We currently have no members on the Binnacle List. 
 

Program: (Program has been moved up for the convenience of our speaker)  

FORCM(SS) John J. Perryman 

 

Secretary’s Report – Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner: 

 The minutes of the 20-APRIL-2019 Base Meeting were emailed out to all members on  

21-APRIL. 

 All members are reminded to keep the Secretary informed of any changes in email address, snail 

mail address, phone number or any other personal statistics maintained by the base. 

 When you receive the monthly roster, please, look it over for any blanks that you can fill in and get 

that information to me. 

 I need everyone’s help to keep everything up-to-date, please let me know if you know about others 

I especially need to know about any members who should be on the Binnacle list but aren’t. 

http://www.ussvi.org/
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 If you need a member’s identity badge contact Terry Pattison, in person or by email 

(TPattison@Cox.net), so that he can generate one for you. 

 There is no new news on the new USSVI.org website. 

 For everyone’s information, I’ve been in contact with the National Junior Vice Commander, Steve 
Bell, about the make-up of the USSVI membership and our IRS Tax designation. 

o USSVI is a 501(c)(19) Veterans Organization and as such does not pay taxes. 
o USSVI does not qualify as a War Veterans Organization because less than 90% of our 

overall membership have served during the specified time frames to qualify and because 
of that we are not eligible to have donations to our organization be tax deductible for the 
donors. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner: 

 The combined Base Operating and Investment Accounts opening balance as of 01-APRIL-2019  

was $ 39,748.35. 

 The Base Operating Accounts had an income for the month of APRIL-2019 of $ 512.02. 

 The Base Operating Accounts had expenditures for the month of APRIL-2019 of $ 224.88. 

 The Schwab One Investment account started on 01-APRIL-2019 at $ 22,313.16 and ended the 

month at $ 22,363.68 for a net increase/decrease of $ 50.52. 

 The HRB Scholarship Program and General Operations Fund opened on 01-APRIL-2019 at  
$ 1817.83, after donations, and expenditures totaling $ 27.50, ended the month at $ 1845.33. 

 The HRB Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Program opened on 01-APRIL-2019 at $ 4603.42, after donations, 

expenditures, and interest totalling $ 250.11, the program ended the month at $ 4853.53. 

 The HRB Emergency Relief Fund opened on 01-APRIL-2019 at $ 1144.32, after donations, 

interest, and expenditures, totaling $ 12.03, ended the month at $ 1156.35. 

 The Storekeeper’s Petty Cash as of the end of APRIL was $ 386.80. 

 This has resulted in a net increase/decrease of $ 287.14 in the combined Base Operating and 

Investment Accounts for the month of APRIL-2019. 

 The combined Base Operating and Investment Accounts ending balance as of the end of the 

month was $ 40,355.63. 

 

Store Keeper’s Report: Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner for Base Storekeeper,  

Ryan Straughan: 

 The Store Keeper was not available for today’s meeting. 

 If you have something specific you need from the Store Keeper, send him an email 
(Ryan.A.Straughan@gMail.com). 

 

  

mailto:TPattison@Cox.net
mailto:Ryan.A.Straughan@gMail.com
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Committee Reports: 

 Membership Committee – Base Senior Vice Commander, Gary Galles: 

o RM2(SS) Vernon E. Stuart, Sr. departed on eternal patrol on 24-APRIL-2019 and we had a 

contingent in attendance at his service 

o LT Steve Sokolowski departed on eternal patrol on 30-APRIL-2019 and we had a 

contingent in attendance at his service. 

o The roster of all HRB members sent out on 11-MAY-2019. 

o With gains and losses we are at – 289 – members; last year at this time we had – 273 – 

members so this is a gain/loss of – 16 – members over last year and that’s great!  We 

need to keep up the good work of bringing in new members. 

o WOO-HOO!!! WE’RE STILL #2!!! I’ve looked over the membership numbers nationally 

again and, as of now, we still hold 2nd place in membership nationally by – 12 – members.  

o As a reminder, anyone on Active Duty that is qualified to wear dolphins may join USSVI at 

no charge for the first year, through 2019. 

 If you have any questions contact Craig. 

o If you have any suggestions of ways to increase our membership and meeting attendance 

please let the Base leadership know of it. 

o Anyone who thinks they are due a USSVI Longevity Pin should see Craig after the meeting. 

 Scholarship Committee – Base Senior Vice Commander, Gary Galles:  

o The committee has met to evaluate all the applications and we have determined a selectee. 

o The selectee and those that were not selected have been informed by email and snail mail.  

 Program & Events Committee – Base Junior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley: 

o Recently Completed Events: 

 The 2019 Southeast Region Conference was, Monday, 29-APRIL through 
Thursday, 02-MAY. 

 There was a Field Day to clean-up the grounds and such here at FRA #60 starting 

at 08:30 hours, Saturday, 04-MAY-2019. 

 There was a FRA #60 meeting here at 18:30 hours, Wednesday evening, 08-
MAY-2019. 

 The WWII Submarine Memorial and Hall of Fame Boat ceremonies were, this past 

Thursday, 16-MAY-2019. 

o Pending Events: 

 There will be a K4K visit at NMC-P on 21-MAY-2019. 
 The 51st anniversary of the loss of USS SCORPION will be at the Virginia War 

Memorial Museum, Huntington Park, Newport News, at 14:30 hours, Sunday,  
26-MAY-2019. 

 The 135th Portsmouth Memorial Day Parade in Portsmouth is on Monday,  
27-MAY-2019. 

 There will be a Field Day to clean-up the grounds and such here at FRA #60 
starting at 08:30 hours, Saturday, 01-JUNE-2019. 

 There will be a FRA #60 meeting here Wednesday evening, 12-JUNE-2019. 
 The Holland Club Induction Ceremonies FOR YEAR GROUP 1969 will be during 

our 15-JUNE-2019 meeting. 
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 There will be a K4K visit at NMC-P on 18-JUNE-2019.  

 There will be a NSL meeting, 18:30-20:00 hours, at the Norfolk Room, Sewells 

Point Golf Course, Wednesday, 19-JUNE-2019. 

 There will be a Field Day to clean-up the grounds and such here at FRA #60 
starting at 08:30 hours, Saturday, 06-JULY-2019. 

 There will be a FRA #60 meeting here Wednesday evening, 10-JULY-2019. 
 We will hold a Field Day specifically for the patio area in preparations for our July 

Picnic Meeting on 13-JULY-2019. 

 The Base Picnic Meeting and Scholarship Award Announcement will be on  

20-JULY-2019. 

 There will be a K4K visit at NMC-P on 23-JULY-2019.  

 There will be a Field Day to clean-up the grounds and such here at FRA #60 
starting at 08:30 hours, Saturday, 03-AUGUST-2019. 

 There will be a FRA #60 meeting here Wednesday evening, 14-AUGUST-2019. 
 The 2019 USSVI National Convention in Austin Texas 14 thru 20-AUGUST-2019. 
 We will have a Base meeting at 11:15 hours, Saturday, 17-AUGUST-2019. 
 There will be a K4K visit at NMC-P on 20-AUGUST-2019.  
 There will be a NSL meeting, 18:30-20:00 hours, at the Norfolk Room, Sewells 

Point Golf Course, Wednesday, 21-AUGUST-2019. 

 There will be a Field Day to clean-up the grounds and such here at FRA #60 
starting at 08:30 hours, Saturday, 07-SEPTEMBER-2019. 

 There will be a FRA #60 meeting here Wednesday evening,  
11-SEPTEMBER-2019. 

 We will have a Base meeting at 11:15 hours, Saturday, 21-SEPTEMBER-2019. 
 There will be a K4K visit at NMC-P on 24-SEPTEMBER-2019. 
 Dedication ceremony for the Thresher Memorial at ANC with reception after at 

16:00 hours, 26-SEPTEMBER-2019. 

 There will be a Field Day to clean-up the grounds and such here at FRA #60 
starting at 08:30 hours, Saturday, 05-OCTOBER-2019. 

 There will be a FRA #60 meeting here Wednesday evening, 09-OCTOBER-2019.  
 There will be a NSL meeting, 18:30-20:00 hours, at the Norfolk Room, Sewells 

Point Golf Course, Wednesday, 16-OCTOBER-2019. 
 We will have a Base meeting at 11:15 hours, Saturday, 19-OCTOBER-2019. 
 There will be a K4K visit at NMC-P on 22-OCTOBER-2019. 

 There will be a Field Day to clean-up the grounds and such here at FRA #60 
starting at 08:30 hours, Saturday, 02-NOVEMBER-2019. 

 There will be a FRA #60 meeting here Wednesday evening,  

13-NOVEMBER-2019. 

 There will be a Field Day to clean-up the grounds and such here at FRA #60 
starting at 08:30 hours, Saturday, 07-DECEMBER-2019. 

 There will be a FRA #60 meeting here Wednesday evening,  
11-DECEMBER-2019.  

 There will be a NSL meeting, 18:30-20:00 hours, at the Norfolk Room, Sewells 
Point Golf Course, Wednesday, 18-DECEMBER-2019. 

 We will have a Base meeting at 11:15 hours, Saturday, 21-DECEMBER-2019. 
There will be a K4K visit at NMC-P on 24-DECEMBER-2019. 
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 Ways and Means Committee – Base Junior Vice Commander, Adam Kingsley:  

o We still need a good fundraiser for this year. 

 If you have an idea for a fundraiser, please, send the specifics to leadership by 

email. 

o A raffle for two pair of tickets to the 2019 Base Winter Holiday Party will be sold at the raffles 

table at our meetings from now through October. 

 Raffle tickets are $1 each (there are no multi-ticket discounts). 

o Submarine Pens are available for sale; see the Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner, 

after the meeting to purchase your pens, $1 each or 6 for $5. 

o If you have suggestions for any other income streams let Base Leadership know of them. 

 Public Relations and Publicity Committee  –  Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner: 
o In conjunction with the City of Norfolk’s stated intentions to update and improve the Harbor 

Park area of the city, we have been in contact with WAVY-10 who wants to do an interview 

with us about our Norfolk Sail Project, at 10:30 hours, this Monday, 20-MAY, at Harbor 

Park. 

 We need some members to be at Harbor Park for the interviews and any video 

they shoot. 

 Anyone going to the park should be dressed for that including vests and hats. 

o A reminder for everyone, please wear your HRB ball caps and other USSVI logoed clothing 
(shirts, jackets, etcetera) when running around and about town. - We want to be seen, to 
get our name out in the community and to promote our public image. 

o I have NEW HRB generic business cards for everyone to carry see me for a supply. 
 These cards have a pale blue background color. 
 You should discard any HRB business cards that you may have with any other 

background color. 

 Newsletter Committee  –  Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner for Newsletter Editor,  
Marlin Boyle:  

o If you have anything for next month’s newsletter, get it in by the twenty-fifth of this month. 

 Website and Social Media – Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner  for Base Webmaster,  

Sam Stevens 

o Website statistics since last meeting 
 Number of New Site Members approved since last meeting – 1 –  
 Total number of website member/users – 113 –  
 Number of unique visitors since last meeting – 19 – 

o Facebook statistics  
 New Page members since last meeting – 1 – 
 New Page Interactions since last meeting – 286 – 
 Total Page “Likes” – 1015 – 
 Total Members – 159 – 
 Page Followers – 1018 – (as of 15-MAY) 

o Special Notes (Web pages/forms/banners/special announcements) 
 We will have a card for members to sign to express our gratitude to the Dutch 

people who have been caring for our war dead at our June meeting. 
 The THRESHER Memorial dedication ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery 

followed by a reception will be Thursday, 26-SEPTEMBER-2019. 
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 If you are intending to be at this event you should go to the Base website 
and make a reservation so they have a good head count for the reception 

 Submarine Memorial and Hall of Fame Committee – Committee Chairman, Ken Swan: 

o The ceremonies went well and the picnic after was great, as usual. 

o Thanks go to all who gave the special support that was necessary to make this event go as 

smoothly as it did. 

o CSS-6 has now committed to ensuring we will always have the awning/tent needed to have 

the event outdoors in the future. 

 Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Committee – Committee Co-Chairman, John Sidlovsky: 

o We visited on Tuesday, 23-APRIL when we got together with – 4 – boys and – 1 – girl  

aged – 8 – months through – 13 – years old. 

o We had a crew of – 7 – for the visit. 

o We will visit the kids again on Tuesday, 21-MAY after meeting at 09:30 hours, in the 2nd 

floor Food Court of Building 3. 

 We expect the NMC-P PAO and an independent reporter for the “Bridges” (a 

Virginia Pilot Community newspaper) to be shadowing us on this visit. 

 Anyone wanting to make a donation specifically to the Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) program should get it to 

Craig and make sure you specify it’s for the Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) program. 

 Hampton Roads Base Emergency Relief Fund Committee – Committee Chairman,  

John Sidlovsky: 

o We’ve had no requests for financial assistance since our last meeting. 

o If you are in need of financial help, as per our Bylaws, contact any member of the 

committee. 

o Anyone wanting to make a donation specifically to the Emergency Relief Fund should get it 

to Craig and make sure you specify it’s for the Emergency Relief Fund or drop it into the 

ERF Donations Box on the booze table.  

 SCORPION Memorial Committee – Committee Chairman, John Donaldson: 
o The 51st USS Scorpion Memorial will be conducted by the Father Michael J. Bader Knights 

of Columbus Assembly 2430 and 2184 on Sunday, 26 May at the Scorpion Memorial 

located at the Virginia War Memorial Museum, 9285 Warwick Blvd., Newport News, VA, at 

14:30 hours, Sunday, 26-MAY-2019. 

o The ceremony will begin at 14:30 hours and will include presentation of the wreath for to a 

submarine crew to take to sea to be cast upon the sea in remembrance of the crew lost on 

Scorpion. In addition, there will be a wreath presented at the Chaplains monument to 

honor the four Chaplains awarded the Chaplains Medal of Honor and presentation of 

wreath at the World War II Submarine monument. 

o Refreshments and Picnic Lunch will be served immediately following the Ceremony. 
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 NORFOLK Sail Committee – Committee Chairman, Gary Merryman: 
o After reviewing everything that has been done so far for this project we are coming to a 

decision point. 

o This project is too big for one man to make happen. 

o To be taken seriously by the City of Norfolk and by NAVSEA there are some definite things 

that must be done. 

 We need to have a functioning organization. 

 We need to have an IRS designation as a 501(c)(3) in order to raise monies. 

o I need at least four members to step up today in order for this project to continue. 

 Adam Kingsley 

 John Sidlovsky 

 Bob Coe 

 Brian Krammes 

o I will be in contact with these four members to schedule a separate planning meeting. 

 

Old Business: 

 Craig Werner – An amendment to the Base Bylaws has been written. 

o It was promulgated by email to all members in accordance with the existing Bylaws. 

o It was also promulgated in the Base Newsletter. 

o Voting for approval results:   - 66 - for acceptance   - 1 - for rejection   - 1 - abstention 

 Gary Galles – Plans for the restoration of parade trailers – nothing new. 

 Pungo Strawberry Festival parade 
o Because of the short notice and lack of specific information we have decided to pass on this 

parade. 
o Maybe next year. 

 

New Business: 

 In preparation for our 20-JULY Picnic meeting we need a cleanup crew here at the FRA at 08:30 
on Saturday, 13-JULY. 

 2nd Submarine Khaki Social for 2019. 
o Do we want to do another Khaki Social? 
o If so, I need to contact CSL & CSS-6 about scheduling. 
o The 1st Khaki Social cost $705 this one will be of similar cost. 
o I will be looking for donations to help with the cost. 

 Friday, 12-JULY as a tentative date, subject to scheduling confirmation with CSL/CSS-6. 
 

Good of the Order: 

 

 Our guest, Sam Megehee, spoke on the college project he is working on and is looking for any 
information anyone can provide on the USS BARBERO's mail delivery rocket launch back in 1959. 
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 Review of boats lost in this month – Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner:: 

o USS SQUALUS (SS-192) in 1939 

o USS LAGARTO (SS-371) in 1945 

o USS STICKLEBACK (SS-415) in 1958 

o USS SCORPION (SSN-589) in 1968 

 

 Review of members’ birthdays for the month – Base Senior Vice Commander, Gary Galles: 
o Mike Kennedy on 03-MAY 
o Tom Nutter on 03-MAY 
o John Pearl on 04-MAY 
o Smiley Cochran on 05-MAY 
o Mickey Baltgalvis on 06-MAY 
o John Ritz on 09-MAY 
o R.O. Bradford on 10-MAY 
o Gene Lockwood on 10-MAY 
o Bruce Marshall on 11-MAY 
o Ed Potts on 12-MAY 
o John Anderson on 14-MAY 

o Andrew Clark on 16-MAY 
o Jim Taylor on 16-MAY 
o Jim Woodward on 16-MAY 
o Al Friedman on 17-MAY 
o Sam Stevens on 21-MAY 
o Bill Schoenberg on 23-MAY 
o Buggs Moran on 26-MAY 
o Fran Vorce on 26-MAY 
o Ed Cirucci on 27-MAY 
o Byron Pianalto on 30-MAY 
o Guy Putman on 31-MAY 

 

 The 50/50 raffle of  $ 126 was won by: Efren Monis (the base received $ 126) 

 We had a donation of several different bottles of booze and we had two draws for the booze raffle 
and it was won by: John Ritz and Gino Destafano (the base received $ 134). 

 Winter Holiday Party tickets raffle brought in: $ 21. 

 Pen Sales brought in: $ 10.  

 There was $ 7 donated through the Donations Bucket for the Scholarship Program and General 
Operations Fund. 

 There was a total of  - 0 - was donated for the Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Program. 

 There was a total of $ 5 was donated for the Emergency Relief Fund. 

 There were – 68 – members and – 4 –  guests present at this meeting. 
 

Our next Regular Base meeting will be 11:15 hours, Saturday, 15-JUNE-2019 here at FRA Hall #60. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:55 hours by Base Commander, Ted Vorce. 

Fair Winds and Following Seas, 

 

 
EMCS(SS) Craig S. Werner, U.S.N. (Ret.) 

Hampton Roads Base Secretary & Treasurer 

222-5 Sandpiper Drive 

Portsmouth, VA 23704-1543 

757-373-3142 
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Storekeeper’s Inventory 
(as of: 20-APRIL-2019) 

 

 ITEM Qty. On Hand Unit Price

BALL CAPS

HRB-USSVI (Silver Dolphins) 5 15.00$                      

HRB-USSVI (Gold Dolphins) 1 12.50$                      

HRB-Submarine Veteran (Silver Dolphins) 4 15.00$                      

HRB-Submarine Veteran (Gold Dolphins) 5 15.00$                      

HRB-USSVI (Commander) 1 12.50$                      

US Sub Vets Inc. (Commander) 3 12.50$                      

US Sub Vets Inc. (Captain) 2 15.00$                      

Holland Club (Silver Dolphins) 0 15.00$                      

Holland Club (Gold Dolphins) 2 15.00$                      

HRB-USSVI - Khaki (Silver Dolphins) 5 15.00$                      

HRB-Submarine Veteran - Khaki (Gold Dolphins) 3 15.00$                      

PATCHES & CLOTHING

Hampton Roads Chapter Patch 38 8.00$                        

USSVI Patch (4-1/2 x 3-1/8) 1 10.00$                      

USSVI Patch (3-5/8 x 3) 0 3.00$                        

USSVI Patch (2-7/8 x 2-3/8) 0 3.00$                        

USSVI Life Member Patch 2 6.00$                        

Vice Commander 1 3.50$                        

Life Member Rocker Patch 0 6.00$                        

Holland Club Patch 3 7.00$                        

Vice President Patch 1 3.00$                        

Base Secretary Patch 1 3.00$                        

Base Chaplain Patch 1 3.00$                        

Base Store Keeper Patch 2 3.00$                        

Associate Member Patch 1 3.00$                        

USSVI Bolo Tie 2 7.00$                        

USSVI Booney Hat (Khaki w/ Gold Dolphins) 1 20.00$                      

Vest Clasp w/ Silver Dolphins 3 25.00$                      

MISCELLANEOUS

HRB Challenge Coins 116 10.00$                      

HRB Decal (Silver Dolphins) 20 5.00$                        

HRB Decal (Gold Dolphins) 2 5.00$                        

Dolphin Decals (6") 0 1.75$                        

License Plate Frames 1 4.50$                        

2019 USSVI Calendars 6 10.00$                      
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Election of Southeast Region District #1 Commander 

District Commanders are elected on a bi-annual basis and serve a two year period from the end of one odd 

year National Convention through to the end of the next odd year National Convention. 

 

The current District Commander is standing for re-election unopposed.  You may pose a write-in candidate 

but that candidate must be a member in good standing of USSVI and a member of a Base within the 

District.  The write-in candidate must be currently serving or have previously served as an elected Base 

officer.  

 

You are requested to vote for the current District Commander or a write-in candidate, or to formally abstain 

from the election by checking one of the three blue boxes on the ballot.   

 

Please, print out this page and then send the ballot to the Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner, email 

it to him (GrumpyOldSquid@gMail.com) no later than 28-JUNE.   

 

Alternatively, you may just email your choice to the Base Secretary & Treasurer, Craig Werner. 

 

 

The duties of the District Commander are laid out below. 

  

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS, INC. 

Election Ballot for Southeast Region District #1 

Candidate: -  -  -  - David B. Campbell of the TARHEEL Base (Incumbent) –  

Candidate: -  -  -  - Write-In _____________________________________ –  

(Provide full name and USSVI Base) 

 

Abstain from Vote: -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  – 

 

Check one blue box and submit your vote by email to GrumpyOldSquid@gMail.com  

NO LATER THAN 28-JUNE. 

mailto:GrumpyOldSquid@gMail.com
mailto:GrumpyOldSquid@gMail.com
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From the USSVI National Constitution and Bylaws (October 2018) 
 

ARTICLE XVII – DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
 
Section 7. DISTRICT COMMANDERS  
The District Commander is directly responsible to the Regional Director for the conduct 
of organizational business within his/her district.  
 
The duties of the District Commanders shall include:  
 A. Serving as non-voting members of the Board of Directors.  

 B. Assisting the Base Commanders within their respective districts in the 
performance of their duties, including providing assistance as required to ensure the 
proper operation of base meetings and events, recruiting and retention.  

 C. Appointing all District committee members, committee chairs and appointed 
officers as required to conduct District business.  

 D. Representing his/her respective District at official functions.  

 E. Assisting the Regional Director with the oversight of the performance of all 
Base Commanders within his/her district, the performance guidelines having been 
established by the Regional Director.  

 F. Approving Base Bylaws, ensuring compliance with National and State laws 
regulating the operation of the Organization within his/her district (i.e. chartering, 
maintaining non-profit status, etc.).  

 G. Actively promoting the establishment of new bases with the assistance of the 
New Base Development Committee (NBDC), including, with the assistance of the 
NBDC, sending to the Regional Director and National Junior Vice-Commander a report 
on the well-being of any new base six (6) months after it has been formed.  

 H. Coordinating with their Regional Director to act, if needed, as liaison with other 
veteran organizations.  

 I. Annually preparing a written report on the state of his/her District to be given to 
his/her Regional Director, with copies for publication in each of the District’s Base 
Newsletters.  

 J. If selected, serving as a member of the New Base Development Committee.  

 K. Creating a quarterly newsletter for the Base Commanders within his/her 
District.  

 L. Working up, keeping current and passing on immediately to his/her relief a 
“Turn Over” folder, including all official correspondence, records, and official materials 
assigned to his/her care.  

 


