
USS Spadefish 
August 14, 1969 – April 11, 1997  

                Sturgeon-class submarine 
Workhorses of the Navy’s attack submarine  
     fleet throughout much of the Cold War. 
 



   PROUD SUCCESSOR 
The USS Spadefish SSN-668 was 
renamed in honor of USS 
Spadefish SS-411.  The SS-411 
had an exemplary war record as 
indicated by their battle flag.  The 
crew of SSN-668 proudly hung 
the original SS-411 flag in the 
galley.  It was a constant 
reminder of what commitment 
meant. 

The commissioning crew invited 
the veterans of SS-411 to our 
commissioning and all future 
reunions. 

 

 

 



LAUNCHED 

• Launched May 15, 1968 

• Builder: Newport News 
Shipbuilding and Dry 
Dock Company 

 

 



COMMISSIONED 
• August 14, 1969 

• Under the command of 
the late Commander 
George M. Henson 

• Assigned to submarine 
squadron 6, Norfolk, VA 

• Compliment: 109 (14 
officers and 95 enlisted) 



COMMISSIONING 



COMMISSIONING CREW 



1970 to 1996 
Spadefish received 13 commendations including the Navy 
Expeditionary Medal (2) and Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal for “Support Democracy” in Hatti 



 
    
While on patrol the Spadefish detected,  recorded 
and tracked the world’s fastest  submarine, the     
       Russian Papa K-162 (Golden Fish) 



    
DEPLOYMENTS 

• On numerous occasions Spadefish participated in sound trials (AUTEC) 
and ASW (anti submarine warfare) exercises in the Caribbean and 
North Atlantic.  (special note:  returning from patrol, Spadefish was in 
transit to Norfolk for upkeep.  Command  directed the boat to the 
Caribbean to participate in ASW drills.  This resulted in extended sea 
time.  

• Spadefish was one of the first Fast Attacks to go on back to back patrols 
(As told by my buddy’s  wife,  she remembers one instance when  the 
crew had a three day turn around.  Just enough time to load stores 
weapons and see their  families). 

• Launched a successful test Subroc shot. 

• In 1971 after Several Fleet and independent operations,  she was  
Awarded Submarine Division Sixty- Two Battle Efficiency  “E”. 

• After undergoing her first overhaul in 1973 Spadefish regained her 
superior status in 1974 and received the Comsubron Six  Battle 
Efficiency  “E”. 

• 1979 supported NATO Exercises 

• Supported  Cruiser-Destroyer Flotilla 8 in a LANTREX and SEACONEX.  

• SPEC OP 1983 described as “Take of the Decade”.  Resulted in a NUC 
and Distinguished  Service Medal for the Captain. 

 



GRENADA 

• October 1983 
supported urgent fury 
Grenada invasion with 
no notice 

• March 1986 med 
deployment supported 
operation Eldorado Air 
Strikes against Libya 

 



Spadefish completed 
ICEX’s in 1984, 1992, 
and 1993 
 
1984  Artic run – joint 
venture with another 
submarine to develop 
attack procedures for  
ice picked submarines 
 
 



     Persian Gulf 

• The Gulf War changed the scope of submarine 
operations which included Shallow Water 
Operations.  Though 26 years old the Spadefish 
demonstrated her flexibility and determination by 
deploying 2 times to the Persian Gulf.  



A special note for those of you who have visited ST. Croix: 

The Spadefish was the only boat that supplied its own 
bartender at Seven Flags in St Croix.  The owner wanted to go 
to sleep! gave us the keys! and said lock up when you guys are 
finished.   



            UBI ACTIO EST (Where the Action Is) 
After 28 years of service and hundred of thousands of 
steaming underwater miles,  she was finally retired. 
This is dedicated to the Men of the USS Spadefish who 
have proudly served their country and the submarines  
we have lost. 

 



  One Final Thought 

• This project has afforded me the opportunity to 
re-connect with some old shipmates and get 
acquainted with members of the Spadefish crews 
past commissioning.  I’m grateful for the 
opportunity. 
 


